a,

Action Item
) Agenda Item No.
Report to the ////’Z
Auburn City Council el mé,-s Approval

The Issue

Should the City Council adopt an Ordinance updating the City’s Sign Ordinance and when
should the Temporary Sign Program end?

Recommended Motion (Approval)

Based upon the Planning Commission’s recommendation for the Sign Ordinance Update as
modified, staff recommends that the City Council take the following actions:

A. By Motion, introduce and hold a first reading, by title only, of an ordinance repealing
Sections 159.185 through 159.207 (entitled Signs), including Appendix B, and adding new
sections of the Auburn Municipal Code thereby updating the sign regulations for the City of
Auburn (Attachment 1A):

B. Adopt Resolution thereby continuing to provide the Community Development Director
with authority to utilize prosecutorial discretion in the application of the temporary sign
requirements terminating ninety (90) days following effectuation of the City’s Updated
Sign Ordinance (Attachment 2A.).

Background and Analysis

On September 10, 2012 the City Council considered the update of the sign ordinance and
discontinuing the City’s temporary sign program. The Council decided to adopt the Categorical
Exemption and the Findings of Fact for the sign ordinance update, but wanted to hold another
public hearing before taking final action on the sign ordinance and expiration of the Temporary
Sign Program (Attachment 3A).
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On September 13, 2012 staff distributed Sign Ordinance Update Letter #7 (Attachment 4A) to
the business organizations notifying them of the October 8" public hearing and noting that the
Council was particular interested in getting their feedback on three items:

l. The number of days that banners can be displayed annually. Old Town Business
Association had recommended 30 days, Downtown Business Association 30-45 days and
the Chamber of Commerce 30-45 days.

2. Neon or electronic window signs in the historic Old Town District.

3. Termination of the City’s Temporary Sign Program. Staff recommendation is to link the
end of the program to the effective date of the Sign Ordinance Update plus ninety (90)
days. If the Council approves the Sign Ordinance on October 8%, the Temporary Sign
Program would end on February 19, 2013 (134 days after approval).

'On September 14, 2012 staff distributed a third letter (Attachment 5A) to the 8 businesses
located in the historic Old Town District that have more than one neon/electronic window sign.
The letter notified the businesses of the October 8" public hearing so they could provide input
and again described the issue pertaining to their business.

Due to the comments made about garage/yard sale signs at the September 10™ meeting, staff
reviewed the proposed ordinance and prepared the following revisions for the Council to
consider:

§ 159.195 SIGN TYPES
H. GARAGE/YARD SALE SIGNS. -

(D Number. Each Garage or Yard sale may have ere fwo on-site
and four off-site signs sign advertising the sale.

(2)  Area. The maximum allowable area shall be six square feet.

(3)  Height. The maximum allowable height shall be four feet.

(4  Location. On-site enly;—ne and off-site signs shall be
permitted. Off-site signs shall only be allowed on private
property with the owner’s permission. No signs shall be
located within the clear vision triangle.

(3) The sign shall only be displayed during the term of: the sale.

If the Council desires to make these revisions a motion to do so would be needed.

Additional background and analysis can be found in September 10, 2012 staff report
(Attachment 6A)

Alternatives Available fo Council; Implications of Alternatives

1. Adopt the Ordinance amending various sections of the Auburn Municipal Code as
presented, or as amended by the City Council.

Page 2
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2. Do not adopt the Ordinance amending various sections of the Auburn Municipal Code and
provide further direction to staff.

Fiscal Impacts

Community Development staff prepared the draft ordinance in consultation with the City
Attorney.

Additional Information

Attachment 1A — Ordinance repealing Sections 159.185 through 159.207 (entitled Signs), including
Appendix B, and adding new sections of the Auburn Municipal Code thereby
updating the sign regulations.

Attachment 2A — Resolution for temporary sign program terminating ninety (90) days following
effectuation of the City’s Updated Sign Ordinance.

Attachment 3A — September 10, 2012 City Council minutes.

Attachment 4A — September 13, 2012 Sign Ordinance Update Letter #7 to business organizations.

Attachment SA — September 14, 2012 letter to Old Town businesses with more than one
neon/electronic window sign.

Attachment 6A — September 10, 2012 City Council staff report.

Page 3
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ATTACHMENT 1A

ORDINANCE NO. 12-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN REPEALING
SECTIONS 159.185 THROUGH 159.207 (SIGNS), INCLUDING APPENDIX B
AND ADDING NEW SECTIONS OF THE AUBURN MUNICIPAL CODE THEREBY
UPDATING THE SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF AUBURN.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

A. The City Council held a public_: hearings on September 10, 2012
arnd October 8, 2012, to consider repealing Sections 159.185 through
159,207, including Appendix B and adding new sections of the Auburn
Municipal Code thereby establishing new sign regulations in Exhibit A

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference;

B. The City Council has considered all of the evidence submitted
into the administrative record which includes, but is not limited to:

1. Planning Commission Staff Reports prepared by the
Community Development Department for the following meetings: March 20,
2012, April 17, 2012, June 5, 2012, June 19, 2912, July 17, 2012 and -
August 21, 2012 .

2. Planning Commission recommendation at the August 21,
2012, Planning Commission hearing; _

3. Staff updafe letters to business organizations and other
businesses; . )
4. Staff report prepared by the Community Development
Department for the September 10, 2012 and October 8, 2012 City Council
meetings; _ ’

5. Categorical Exemption prepafed by City Community
Development Department, which the City Council adopted on September 10,
2012;

111887.1 T "
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6. Staff presentations at the City Council public hearings held
on September 10, 2012 and October 8, 2012;

7. Public coniments, written and oral, submitted at or prior to
Ehe public hearings;

8. All related documents submitted at or prior to the public
hearings; _

9, The City of Auburn General Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and all

other applicabie regulations and codeé;

C.  The City Council Findings of Fact for this Ordinance are, which

the City Council adopted on September 10, 2012:

1. The purpose of this chapter is to provide 'minimum
,étandards to safeguard life, health, property and the public welfare, and to
preserve the unique character of the City of Auburn by establishing
minimum standards and regulations for the size, height, design, quality of
materials, construction, location, electrification and maintenance of all signs
and sign structures in order to accomplish the following results:

- a. To promote and maintain healthy commercial centers
and property values for effective communication as to the nature of goods
and services available while avoiding wasteful, ugly and unsightly
competition in signs; '

b. To protect and enhance the character or residential
neighborhoods, open views and vistas and property values by prohibiting
any incompatible sign;

C. To encourage signs which are well designed and
pleasing in appearance and to provide incentives and latitude for variety,
appropriate design in accordance with civic design controis, including proper
spacing and location, and to provide a reésonably and comprehensive
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system of control over signs, integrated within a palrt of the general planning
program and zoning provisions;

d. To attract and direct persons to various activities and
enterpriSes in order to provide for the maximum public convenience;

e. To enhance the economic value of the entire

{|community through the regulation of the size, location, design‘ and

illumination of all signs; and,

f. To effectuate the paramount intent of the_City, as
reflected by the following statement: “The city acknowledges the need for
business signs, and they can be attractive and add to the city setting. The
goal of the city is to have signs which are reasonable in size, height and
number and signs which have attractive design, with a blend of colors and
materials and location on the building or site which compliments the

business and the community.”
2. - Due to the unique character of the Oldtown and Downtown

areas of Auburn, special considerations, designs, and standards should apply
to signs that are placed on both private and public property in those areas.
The City Council wishes to protect the historical and aesthetic virtues of
those areas of the City, and preserve as much as possible the unique

character of each.

D.  In view of all of the evidence in the record and based on the
foregoing findings, the City of Auburn City Council further finds the
following: |

_ 1. All documents and materials relating to the proceedihgs for
the Sign Ordinance update are maintained in the City of Auburn Community
Development Department; 1225 Lincoln Way, Room 3; Auburn, CA 95603;
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E. In view of ail of the evidence and based on the foregoing
findings, the City of Auburn City Council hereby adopts a Categorical
Exemption prepared for the sign ordinance update in accordance With
Section 15304 (Minor Alterations to Land), Section 15305 (Minor Alterations
in the Land Use Limitations) and Section 15311 (Accessory Structures) of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines;

Section One: Chapter 159.185 through 159.199 is hereby added to the
Auburn Municipal Code in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Section Two: This Ordinance shall take effect thirty- days following

its adoption as provided by Government Code Section 36937.

Seétion Three: The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and
adoption of this Ordinance and sha'll give notice of its adoption as required
by law. Pursuant to Government Code Section 36933, a summary of this
Ordinance may be published and posted in lieu of publication and posting of

the entire text.

Section Four: Should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence

|lor word of this Ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any court of

competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the
remaining provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words of this

Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section Five:  To the extent the provisions of the Auburn Municipal

Code as amended by this Ordinance are substantially the same as the

provisions of that Code as it read prior to the adoption of this Ordinance,
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those provisions shall be construed as continuations of the prior provisions

and not as new enactments.

DATED: October 8, 2012

Kevin Hanley, Mayor

ATTEST:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk

I, Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk of the City of Auburn, hereby certify
that the foregoing ordinance was duly passed at a regular meeting of the
City Council of the City of Auburn held on the 8" day of October, 2012 by
the following vote on roll call:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk

111887.1




76

ORDINANCE NO. 12-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AUBURN REPEALING THE CITY’S SIGN
REGULATIONS CONTAINED IN SECTIONS 159.185 THROUGH 159.207 INCLUDING
APPENDIX B AND ADDING NEW SECTIONS OF THE AUBURN MUNICIPAL CODE
ESTABLISHING NEW SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF AUBURN.

159.185
159.186
159.187
159.188
159.189
159.190
159.191
159.192
159.193
159.194
159.195
159.196
159.197
159.198
159.199

CHAPTER 159: SIGNS

Purpose

Definitions

General Provisions

Sign Permits Required

Permitted Signs A

Exempt From Sign Permit Requirements
Prohibited Signs '

Temporary Special Permits

Sign Standards

Sign Design Criteria

Sign Types

Planned Sign Program

Non-Conforming Signs '
Removal of Tllegally Installed or Unsafe Signs
Public Nuisance, Abatement and Violation



§ 159.185 PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life, health,
property and the public welfare, and to preserve the umque character of the City of Auburn by
establishing minimum standards and regulations for the size, height, design, quality of materials,
construction, location, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign structures in order to
accomplish the following results:

(A)  To promote and maintain healthy commercial centers and property values for
effective communication as to the nature of goods and services available while avoiding
wasteful, ugly and unsightly competition in signs;

(B)  To protect and enhance the character of residential neighborhoods, open views
and vistas and property values by prohibiting any incompatible sign;

(©  To encourage signs which are well designed and pleasing in appearance and to
provide incentives and latitude for variety, appropriate design in accordance with civic design
controls, including proper spacing and location, and to provide a reasonable and comprehensive
system of control over signs, integrated within a part of the general planning program and zoning
provisions;

(D)  To recognize and promote signs which reflect the character of the different
districts and communities throughout the community;

(E)  To attract and direct persons to various activities and enterprises 1n order to
. provide for the maximum public convenience;

(F) To enhance the economic value of the entire community through the regulation of
the size, location, design and ilumination of all signs; and,

(G) To effectuate the paramount intent of the City, as reflected by the following
statement: “The city acknowledges the need for business signs, and they can be attractive and
add to the city setting. The goal of the city is to have signs which are reasonable in size, height
and number and signs which have attractive design, with a blend of colors and materials and
location on the building or site which compliments the business and the community.”

§ 159.186 DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

A-FRAME SIGN. A sign with two or more pieces of any rigid material, joined at the
top so as to form an “A” when viewed in profile, which is not permanently affixed to the
ground or a building, and which is otherwise consistent with the definition of a sign.

[
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ABANDONED SIGN. A sign that advertises or otherwise identifies a business or
activity which has been discontinued on the premises for a period of sixty (60) days or more. ‘

ANIMATED SIGN. A sign employing actual motion or the illusion of motion.
Animated signs include the following:

I.

Electrically activated. Animated signs producing the illusion of movement by
means of electronic, electrical or electro-mechanical input and/or illumination
capable of simulating movement through employment of the characteristics of one
or both of the classifications noted below:

a.  Flashing. Animated signs or animated portions of signs whose illumination is
characterized by a repetitive cycle in which the period of illumination is either
the same as or less than the period of non-illumination.

b.  Patterned illusionary movement. Animated signs or animated portions of
signs whose illumination is characterized by simulated movement through
alternate or sequential activation of various illuminated elements for the
purpose of producing repetitive light patterns designed to appear in some form
of constant motion.

Environmentally activated. Animated signs or devices motivated by wind, thermal

changes or other natural environmental input. Includes spinners, pinwheels,

pennant strings, and/or other devices or displays that respond to naturally occurring
external motivation.

Mechanically activated. Animated signs ¢haracterized by repetitive motion and/or

rotation activated by a mechanical system powered by electric motors or other

mechanically induced means.

AWNING. Any movable or fixed structure attached to a building and projecting over a
thoroughfare or sidewalk.

- AWNING SIGN. A sign displayed on or attached flat against the surface or surfaces of
an awning,.

BALLOON. A bag that is filled with heated air or a gas lighter than air so as to rise and
float in the atmosphere.

BANNER. A temporary sign constructed of a strip of cloth, paper, plastic, or other
flexible material upon which copy is written and which is supported between poles or sticks
or fastened to buildings or other structures.

BILLBOARD. A permanent sign in a fixed location which meets any one or more of the
following criteria:

1.
2.
3

An off-site outdoor advertising sign on which space is leased or rented.

It is used, in whole or in part, for the display of off-site commercial messages.

It constitutes principal, separate or secondary use, as opposed to an accessory,
ancillary or appurtenant use, of the parcel on which it is located.



4.  An outdoor sign used as advertising for hire or general advertising, which display
space is made available to parties other than the owner of the sign or the property
on which it is placed.

BUILDING COMPLEX. A development of two or more commercial buildings,
tenants, or uses, intended to function in a joint manner, regardless of sequence of build-out.
Characteristics of a building complex may include, but are not limited to, shared parking
facilities, reciprocal access, and common building design. A building complex may include
multiple tenants or owners, freestanding pad buildings, and may be situated on one or more
lots or parcels. ‘

BUILDING FRONTAGE. Building frontage shall be defined as the building facade
that abuts a public street, private street, parking lot driveway or parking spaces in which main
public access is provided to the establishment.

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The City of Auburn Building Official.
BUILDING WALL. The vertical face of the building.

CABINET SIGN. A permanent sign that is mounted on the face of a building that is
roughly rectangular in shape and provides for internal illumination and changing the message
of the sign by replacing a single transparent or translucent material such as a Plexiglas/lexan
face. Also known as a can sign or boxed cabinet sign.

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE. The latest edition of the California Building Code.
CANOPY. An ornamental roof-like structure.

CAN SIGN. See Cabinet Sign.

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN. A sign with characters, letters, or illustrations that can
be changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. A sign on
which the message changes more than once per day shall be considered an animated sign and
not a changeable copy sign for the purposes of this chapter.

CITY COUNCIL. The City Council of the City of Auburn.

CLEAR VISION TRIANGLE. The required clear cross-visibility area unobstructed by
any sign structure between 36 inches and 7 feet above the surface of the public sidewalk as

follows:

1. At any corner formed by the intersection of a driveway/alley, the cross-visibility
area shall be a triangle having two sides 15 feet long and running along the
driveway/alley edge and curb line of street, said length beginning at their
intersection and the third side formed by a line connecting the two ends.
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2. At any corner formed by the intersecting streets, the cross-visibility area shall be a
triangle having two sides 35-feet long and running along each curb line, said length
beginning at their intersection and the third side formed by a line connecting the
two ends.

CEIEATR VISTON TRILATNGILE
EILATT VIEVWD

I—t— STREET ‘
RIS HT-O F-wvio oy

NS 1O

CLEARAMNCSE

TRIANGI—.E
STREEST

RIGH T O FWWair-
~ — e — l —_——— ]

- —— [ —— ——— —— — e .

COMMERCIAL MESSAGE. Any sign wording, logo or other representation that
names or advertises a business, product, service or other commercial activity.

COMMISSION. The City of Auburn Planning Commission or City of Auburn Historic
Design Review Commission as the reference may dictate.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT. City of Auburn Community
Development Department, which for the purposes of this chapter, shall be synonymous with
the Director as defined below. :

COMMUNITY DIRECTIONAL SIGN. An off-site sign on private property informing
of the location of a community service organization, public facility or church.

DEPARTMENT. See Community Development Department above.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. An on-site sign designed to guide vehicnlar or pedestrian
traffic that does not promote or advertise a business, property or product.

DIRECTOR. The Community Development Director or designee.

DIRECTORY SIGN. A sign which provides sign area for more than one occupant and
which may be freestanding or attached to a building wall.



DISPLAY SURFACE. The surface of the sign upon or against which the message is
“displayed or illustrated on the sign.

DOUBLE-FACED SIGN. A sign designed to be viewed from two directions, and the
faces are either parallel or at an angle not to exceed forty-five degrees (45°). Signs greater
than forty-five degrecs {45°) shall be considered separate signs.

FLAG. The term “sign” shall not include the .ﬂag of the United States of America or the
state, nor any support frame or standard which is used exclusively for the display of any such
flag,

FLASHING SIGN. An illuminated sign in which the artificial light is not maintained in
a stationary or constant intensity and which is visible from the outside.

FREESTANDING SIGN. A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, poles or
braces or attached to a fence, planter, wall, retaining wall or other structure not an integral
part of any building upon the premises. :

FREEWAY. A highway to which the owners of abutting lands have no right of
easement or access or to which owners have only limited or restricted rights of easement or
access and which is declared to be in compliance with the Streets and Highways Code of the

state.

GRAPHIC. A representation of an object drawn upon a two-dimensional surface.

HISTORIC.DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION. The approving authority for projects
located within the Historic Design Review District.

HOME OCCUPATION SIGN. A 'sign located at a residence advertising a business,
profession, or occupation conducted in the residence or by persons residing in the residence.

ILLUMINATED SIGN. A sign characterized by the use of artificial light, either
projecting through its surface(s) (internally illuminated); or reflecting off its surface(s)

(externally 111u1mnated)

MANSARD SIGN. A sign which is attached to a mansard style roof with the face
parallel to the structure to which it is attached. A mansard sign shall be considered a wall

sign.

MENU BOARD. A free-standing sign oriented to the drive-through lane for a restaurant

that advertises the menu items available from the drive-through window, and which has not
more than 20% of the total area for such a sign utilized for business identification.

MONUMENT SIGN. A freestanding sign with a solid or decorative base.
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MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SIGNS. Signs intended to identify a multi- famlly
residential development (e.g. apartments).

MURAL. A scene painted or otherwise affixed on and made an integral part of a wall

-~ surface.

NEON SIGN. A sign using neon gas for illumination and composed of numerous letters
or parts.

NONCOMMERCIAL MESSAGE. A message which is not commercial in nature.
Such messages typically relate to debatable matters of public concern, such as, by way of
example and not limitation, advocacy on politics, religion, arts, science, ph1losophy,
commentary on governmental policy, etc. :

OFF-PREMISE SIGN. Any sign which advertises goods sold, manufactured or
produced or services or uses rendered not at the location where the sign is placed.

ON-PREMISE SIGN. Any sign which advertises goods sold, manufactured or -
produced or services or uses rendered at the location where the sign is placed.

PENNANT. Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not containing
a message of any kind, attached to a rope, wire or string, usually in series, designed to move
in the wind and attract attention.

PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM. Coordinated sign criteria established for a building
complex.

* PLANNING COMMISSION. The Planning Commission of the City.

| PORTABLE SIGN. Any sign not permancnﬂy attached to the ground or to a building or
building surface.

PROGRAMMABLE WINDOW SIGN. An electronic visual display, such as a
computer monitor, television screen, or digital photo frame, which displays a static image or
message for at least 30 seconds without changing, located within 24 of the surface of a
window with the message intended to be visible to and readable from the public way or from
adjoining property. - A programmable window sign with a message more than once every
thirty (30) seconds shall be considered an “Animated Sign”.

PROJECTING SIGN. A sign other than a wall sign which projects from and is
supported by a wall or roof of a building, structure or sign structure.

RACEWAY. A channel box that holds sign letters in place and houses the electrical
wiring of a sign



REAL ESTATE SIGN. A sign placed upon real property to advertise that the property
upon which the sign is placed, or any piece or parcel thereof, or any interest therein, is for
sale, exchange, lease or rent.

ROOF SIGN. A sign and/or structure erected upon a roof, canopy or parapet of a
building or structure.

SANDWICH SIGN. See “A-Frame” sign.

SEASONAL SIGN. Signs which are displayed on-site in conjunction with an approval
of a seasonal event such as pumpkin patches, Christmas tree lots and firework displays

SIGN. Every sign, billboard, freestanding sign, portable freestanding sign, wall sign,
roof sign, illuminated sign, painted sign, mural, projecting sign, temporary sign and street
clock and shall include any announcement, declaration, demonstration, display, illustration or
insignia used to advertise or promote the interest of any person when the same is placed so
that it is clearly visible to the general public from an out-of-doors position.

SIGN AREA. The area of a sign determined by circumscribing the exterior limits of the
perimeter of one side of the sign.

SIGN COPY. The particular lettering or graphics used to identify the business.
SIGN STRUCTURE. The supports, uprights, braces and framework of a sign.
STREET. Any street, alleyway, place or thoroughfare.

STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed, any edifice or building or any kind or
any piece of work’ artificially built up or composed or parts joined together with some
definite manner.

TEMPORARY SIGN. A sign intended to display either commercial or noncommercial
- messages of a transitory or temporary nature. Portable signs or any sign not permanently
embedded in the ground, or not permanently affixed to a building sign structure that is
permanently embedded in the ground, are considered temporary.

 TENTANT INFORMATION SIGN. A 51gn used to identify the occupant’s name and
address.

TRADE CONSTRUCTION SIGN. A sign adverting various construction trades on any
construction site. The sign shall not be installed prior to construction and shall be removed
before a certificate of occupancy is issued.

UNDER CANOPY SIGN. A sign attached to the underside of a canopy or marquee.
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USE. A purpose or activity, for which the land or building is designed, arranged or
intended or for which is occupied or maintained to function as a separate unit.

VEHICLE/TRAILER MOUNTED SIGN. A sign mounted on a vehicle or trailer that
is used for general advertising or advertising for hire. A vehicle which advertises the
company of its primary use is not considered a vehicle mounted sign.

WALL SIGN. A sign that is in any manner affixed to any exterior wall of a building or
structure and that projects not more than one foot from the building or structure wall,
including signs affixed to architectural projections from a building.

WINDOW SIGN. A sign or device affixed or applied to, or located within 24” of, the
surface of a window with its message intended to be visible to and readable from the public

way or from adjoining property.
§159.187 GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(A)  Signs shall only be erected or maintained in compliance with this chapter. The
number and area of signs as outlined in this chapter are intended to be maximum standards,
which do not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. The review authority shall consider
a sign's relationship to the overall appearance and scale of the site, buildings and the surrounding
community, in addition to the standards of this chapter.

(B) It is unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, display or alter or cause to be
constructed, maintained, displayed or altered, a sign within the city of Auburn except in
conformance with this chapter.

(C).  The city's sign design criteria (Section 159.194) will be used in the evaluation of
sign permit applications to ensure that signs meet the standards set forth in this chapter and as
much as possible accomplish the purposes described above (Section 159.185)

(D) Noncommercial Sign. Noncommercial sign copy is allowed wherever commercial
signage is permitted and such signs are subject to the same standards and total maximum
allowances per site, building, or each design type specified in this chapter. An approval is
required for a permanent noncommercial sign only when a permanent commercial sign has not
been previously approved. For purposes of this chapter, all noncommercial speech messages
shall be deemed to be "on-site" regardless of location.

(BE)  Substitution of Noncommercial Message. Subject to the consent of the property
owner, a noncommercial message of any type may be substituted for all or part of the
commercial or noncommercial message on any sign allowed pursuant to this chapter. Design
criteria which may apply to commercial signs shall not apply to noncommercial signs, including,
the following: color, lettering style, and compatibility with other signs on the same parcel or
other signs subject to a sign program. No special or additional approval is required to substitute
a noncommercial message for any other message on an allowable sign, provided the sign
structure is already approved or exempt from the approval requirement. When a noncommercial



message is substituted for any other message, the sign is still subject to the same locational and
structural .regulations, such as size, height, illumination, maintenance, duration of display,
building and electrical code requirements, as would apply if the sign were used to display a
commercial message or some other noncommercial message. In the event of any perceived or
actual conflict between the general provisions of this subsection and other specific provisions in
this chapter, the provisions of this subsection shall prevail.

{3 Substitution of Commercial Messages. The substitution of one commercial
message for another commercial message shall be subject to all applicable standards contained in
this ordinance. The substitution of a commercial message for a noncommercial message shall
also be subject to the regulations in this ordinance. In addition, no off-site commercial messages
may be substituted for on-site commercial messages.

(G)  Severability Clause. Should any provision of this chapter or a subseiquent
amendment thereto be held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be either invalid, void or
unenforceable, the remaining provisions of this title shall remain in full force and effect.

§159.188 SIGN PERMITS REQUIRED.

(A)  Signs shall only be constructed, displayed or altered after sign permit approval by
the review authority,

(B) It shall be unlawful for any person to post a sign or notice of any kind upon any
property without the consent of the owner; excepting there from, public officers or employees in
the performance of a public duty, or a private person giving legal notice.

(C) A Planned Sign Program as identified in §159.195 must have sign permit
approval by the review authority.

(D)  Signs in the Historic Design Review District shall be approved sub_]ect to the
provisions of §159.490 et seq. and §159.114(B)(e) of the Auburn Municipal Code.

(E)  Application Filing. Sign permit applications shall be filed on the forms provided
by the department and shall include all information required therein.

(F)  Fee. Sign permit applications shall also be accompanied by the required filing
fee. Fees shall be established pursuant to a resolution of the Council.

(G)  Review and Decision.

(1) - The Director shall have the authority to approve, modify, or disapprove
sign permit applications and planned sign programs.

(2)  Sign Exception. The Director may approve a Sign Exception to deviate
+ from the sign standards specified in this chapter if there are unique
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circumstances or conditions which apply to the buildings, land, signs, or

uses. Examples of potential circumstances include: - '

a) Wall sign area may be transferred from one wall fagade to another
in unique circumstances provided the total square footage of the
wall signage complies with this chapter. '

b) The new sign is more conforming in area and/or height than the
existing sign. :

c) The new sign is in keeping with the historic value of the original
sign.

d) Increase the total allowable area of a banner sign consistent with

Section 159.194(B).-

(H) Appeals.

(D

)

Appeal of the Director’s determination. Any person may appeal a
decision of the Director pursnant to Chapter 162 of this Municipal Code.
Projects located within the Historic Design Review District shall be
appealed to the Historic Design Review Commission. All other actions
shall be appealed to the Planning Commission.

Appeal of Commission decision. Any person may appeaI a decision of the
Planning Commission or the Historic Design Review Commission to the
City Council pursuant to Chapter 162 of this Municipal Code.

D Business License Requirements.

(1

2)

A sign permit shall be submitted and approved prior to the issuance of a
business license if a sign is proposed for thie business.

Notification of the permit requirements shall be included in the business
license application.

§ 159.189 PERMITTED SIGNS.

(A)  The following sign types shall be allowed subject to approval of a permit in
accordance with Section 159.188 and the standards identified in Section 159.194.

(1)
@
(3)
(4)
6))
(6)
(N
8
)

“A” frame or sandwich signs
Automobile sales signs
Bannet/pennant signs
Building complex signs
Community directional signs
Directional signs

Directory signs
Freestanding signs
Menu/order board signs



(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)

Motor vehicle fuel signs

Multi-family residential signs

Programmable Wiridow Signs

Projecting, overhead, and suspended signs

Subdivision signs

Undercanopy signs

Wall signs

Window signs

Murals, graphics, time and tcmperature and barber poles, as rev1ewed on
an individual basis

§ 159.190 EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

(A)  The following signs are allowed withoutr a sign permit provided that they comply
with Section 159.192 and Section 159.194 of this chapter, and obtain any required Building

Permit.

1

)
@)

“4) .

(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
®)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)
(16)
(17)

(18)

Government Signs. Signs for traffic, safety, street identification,
government services, emergency services, historical locations, interpretive
and wayfinding signs, c1ty—sp0nsored events, or as authorized by City
Council.

Required Signs. Official notices required by law, a court, or other .

government agency.

Temporary non-commercial signs

Signs for utility facilities and buildings.

Signs for public telephones.

Real estate signs. '

Signs advertising a garage or yard sale.

Seasonal signs.

Signs on public transportation vehicles.

Signs on company vehicles.

Tenant information sign.

Trade construction signs.

Address numbers not exceeding 12 inches in height.

Official flags of national, state, or local governments, or nationally
recognized fraternal, public service, or religious organizations.
Illumination, patterns, pictures, and/or symbols approved as architectural
ornamentation or decoration by the appropriate review authority.
Historical plaques, memorials, building cornerstones, and date-constructed
stones; provided, that none of these exceed four square feet in area.

Signs created by landscaping (e.g. all of the letters and/or symbols are
composed entirely of approved landscape elements).

Small, temporary signs, otherwise in compliance with the duration,

number, and size requirements of this chapter, that address non-
commercial issues.
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Signs and structures located within the right-of-way which, by tradition or
designation, are used for the purpose of communication by the general
public. Such structures shall include kiosks, bulletin boards, benches upon
which advertisement is authorized, and newspaper racks, provided that
such structures shall have either been placed in the right-of-way by the
city or received approval from the city.

§159.191  PROHIBITED SIGNS.

(A)  All signs not expressly a.llowéd by‘thjs chapter shall be prohibited. Examples of
prohibited signs include the following:

(1)
2
(3)

C)

)
(6)
¢)
)

®)
(10)

(11)

(12)

Abandoned signs.

Banner signs used as permanent signs.

Animated, moving, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving or any other
similar moving or simulated moving signs. :

Flying, inflatable, or tethered signs or devices, such as blimps, balloons,
kites, pennants, streamers and flags, designed to be kept aloft by
mechanical, wind, chemical, or hot air means; except in conjunction with
an athletic event, carnival, c1rcus or fair, or as otherwise authorized by
this chapter.

Home occupation signs.

Off-premise signs (except as permitted by §159.195(L)).

Roof signs, including signs painted on the roof.

Signs that simulate in color, size, or design, any traffic control sign or
signal, or that make use of characters, symbols, or words in a manner that
interferes with, misleads, or confuses pedestrian or vehicular traffic. '
Signs with reflective materials. :

Signs on public property or in a public right-of-way, except as otherwise
authorized by this chapter.

Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted glued or otherwise attached to trees,
poles {including utility and street name), stakes, electrlcal transformers or
other accessory structures.

Temporary Vehicle Mounted or Trailer-Mounted Signs.  Vehicles
displaying signs may not be parked for the primary purpose of commercial
advertising. Vehicles may not be used as mounting or holding devices for
commercial signs. Signs on vehicles are allowed, without sign permits,
only when the copy or message (i) relates only to the business or
establishment of which the vehicle itself is a part; (ii) pertains to the sale,
rent, lease or hire of such vehicle; or (iii) is a noncommercial message.

§ 159.192 TEMPORARY SPECIAL PERMITS.

(A)  The Director may grant a temporary special permit, with conditions as deemed
necessary, for signs advertising or pertaining to any civic, patriotic or special event of general
public interest taking place within the city when the Director determines that the signs will not be
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materially detrimental to the public welfare, interest or safety, nor injurious to adjacent property
or improvements. ‘

(B)  The City Council may also establish temporary interim sign criteria from time to
time in response to unique and/or special circumstances that may arise in the city, or portions
thereof. The interim criteria must be adopted by resolution of the Council and only after
determining that the interim sign regulations are necessary and will not be materially detrimental
to the public welfare, interest or safety, or injurious to the adjacent property or improvements.
Temporary special sign permits must be obtained from the Director prior to the erection and/or
installation of any permitted temporary signs which may only be granted in strict compliance
with any specific conditions and time limitations contained therein.

§ 159.193 SIGN STANDARDS.

(A)  Sign Area, Height, Size, Location, Setback. Sign standards such as area, height,
size, location, and setback requirements for each type of sign shall comply with the standards of
this section. :

(B)  Method of measuring of sign area and height. The area and height of signs shall
be measured as provided by this section.

(1) Sign Area — Freestanding Sign. The sign area includes the display face
and other communicative elements of the sign. It does not include
embellishments such as a monument base, pole covers, framing or
decorative roofing, provided that there is no advertising copy on or
attached to such embellishments. If the freestanding sign is double faced,
only one face is used to calculate sign area. If the freestanding sign has
more than two faces, only one side of each face is used to calculate the
sign area.

(2)  Sign Area — Wall Sign. The sign area includes the total area of the sign,
including afl structures framing the sign, such as background
embellishments or the area contained within a rectangle or square drawn
completely around the display surface, or drawn completely around the
individual letters or logos. -
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(3) Sign Height — Freestanding Sign. Sign height shall be measured as the
vertical distance from grade adjacent to the base of the sign footing, to the
top of the sign, including the support structure and any design elements.
An artifical grade shall not be used to calculate sign height if the artificial
grade was established for the sole purpose of elevating the grade adjacent
to the base of the sign footing for purposes of sign measurement.

§ 159.194 SIGN DESIGN CRITERIA.

Each sign in the city shall comply with the following requirements as well as the
applicable provisions of any adopted Planned Sign Program. Signs located in the Aubum

- Historic District(s) are also subject to the City of Auburn Historic Preservation Architectural

Design Guidelines.

(AY  Relationship to Structures. Building wall and fascia signs shall be compatible
with the predominant visual elements of the structure(s), including construction materials, color,
or other design features consistent with §159.194. Building complexes and other similar
facilities shall be required to develop a sign program in compliance with the provisions of this



chapter, and shall provide a compatible visual design common in theme to all applicable
structures and uses.

(B)  Relationship to Other Signs. Where there is more than one sign on a site or
building, all permanent signs displaying a commercial message shall have designs that similarly
treat or incorporate the following design elements:

(1)  Letter size and style of copy;
(2) Shape of total sign and related components:
a) Type of construction materials,
b) Sign/letter color and style of copy,
c) Method used for supporting sign (i.e. wall or ground base),
d) Type of illumination, and
e) Location.

(©  Sign Numination. Nlumination from or upon any sign shall be shaded, shielded,
directed or reduced so as to minimize light spillage onto the public right-of-way or adjacent
properties. Externally illuminated signs shall be lighted by screened or hidden light sources.

(D)  Materials and Colors. All permanent signs shall be constructed of durable
materials, which are compatible in kind or appearance to the building supporting or identified by
the sign. Such materials may include, but are not limited to ceramic tile, sand blasted, hand
carved or routed wood, channel lettering, concrete, stucco or stone monument signs with
recessed or raised lettering. Sign colors and materials should be selected to be compatible with
the existing building designs and should contribute to legibility and design integrity.

(E) Construction and Maintenance. Every sign including all parts, portions and
materials thereof, shall be manufactured, assembled and erected in compliance with all
applicable state, federal and city regulations, and shall be maintained and kept in good repair.
The display surface of all signs shall be kept clean, neatly painted and free from rust, cracking,
peeling, corrosion or other states of disrepair. The premises around the sign shall be maintained
by the owner and kept clear of all obnoxious Substances, rubbish and weeds. All temporary
signs, banners and balloons shall be constructed and mounted in such a manner that they shall
not rip, shred, tear or blow away by exposure to normal weather conditions.

. (F)  Relationship to Streets/Public Rights-of-Way. Signs shall be designed and located
to not obstruct any pedestrian, bicyclist, or driver's view of the public right-of-way.

(1) No sign shall be located in or project into the present or future right-of-
' - way of any public street unless specifically authorized by other provisions
of this section.

(2) No sign shall interfere with the sight distance of motorists and cyclists
proceeding on or approaching adjacent streets, alleys, driveways, or
parking area(s), or of pedestrians proceeding on or. approaching adjacent
sidewalks or pedestrian ways as determined by the city engineer.
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(3)  No sign suspended over or projecting into the area above a driveway
located on private property shall be situated at a height of less than 15 feet
above the surface of the driveway.

(4) Signs suspended over, or projecting into, the area above a pedestrian way
shall be situated at a height above ground level consistent with the
requirements of the California Building Code. '

(G)  Screening. To minimize the visual mass and projection of the sign, all electrical
transformer boxes and raceways shall be concealed from the public right-of-way and adjacent
properties. If a raceway cannot be mounted internally-behind a finished exterior wall, the
exposed metal surfaces of the raceway shall be finished to match the background wall, or
integrated into the overall design of the sign. All exposed conduit shall be concealed from public
view.

§ 159.195 SIGN TYPES
(A) AUTOMOBILE SALES PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE.

Special promotional signage consisting of bunting, banners, flags, posters,
pennants, ribbons, streamers and similar articles shall be permitted in association with
commercial antomobile sales only, subject to the following conditions:

(1)  The signage shall only be permitted on commercially zoned properties.

(2) The signage shall be installed totally on the property at which the event is
being conducted.

(3) Balloons over 14 inches in diameter and other inflatable devices shall be
prohibited.

4) Balloons under 14 inches in diameter may be used on weekends and
holidays only. ' ‘

(5)  No part of the promotional signage (banners, flags, balloons and the like)

' shall exceed the maximum height of the building on the site.

(6) The requirements of all concerned governmental agencies having
jurisdiction by law shall be met, including, but not limited to the Building
Department, Fire Department, and Cal Trans.

(7 No sign shall be erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

(B) BANNER/PENNANTS SIGNS

(1)  Number. Any number, but not exceeding size limit per this section.

(2) Location. Banners shall be located on the site of the tenant or use and
shall not be erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

3) Size/Area. The maximum size of all banners shall be 50 square feet in
total. The Director shall have discretion to approve a sign exception to
increase the total allowable area when, due to unique circumstances (e.g.
the length of a building frontage; the percentage of a building frontage



(4
)

covered; the facing or orientation of a building), a larger banner(s) would
be appropriate.

Duration. A banner may be allowed for a period of time not to exceed 30
calendar days per year

The sign permit application shall include the dates proposed by the
applicant for scheduled banner use.

(C) BUILDING COMPLEX SIGNS.

A building complex shall be considered as a single éntity, without regard to
whether it consists of more than one lot or parcel. Each building complex may erect and
maintain signage pursuant to the following:

(D
2
3)

)

All signs shall comply with the provisions of this Chapter except as

provided below.

Sign criteria for the building complex shall be established through a

planned sign permit program pursuant to Section 159.196 of this Chapter.

Freestanding Signs. :

a) Number. Each building complex may erect and maintain one
freestanding sign. Additional freestanding signs may be permitted
upon approval of a Use Permit by the Planning Commission if the
building complex has more than one street frontage and/or has an
individual street frontage that is greater than 300’ long with more
than one project entrance.

b) Location: No more than one sign shall be placed on each street,
unless additional signs are approved pursuant to subsection (a)
above, All signs are subject to the requirements of the clear vision
triangle.

c) Area. The maximum allowable sign area shall be 40 square feet.

' The maximum sign area may be increased to 60 square feet for a
lot with a street frontage of at least 200 feet. The maximum sign
area may be increased to 80 square feet for a lot with a street
frontage of at least 300 feet. The area of each sign is determined
based on the length of the frontage on which the sign is placed.

d) Each sign shall utilize a consistent design.

e) The colors and materials of the sign(s) base and or casing/housing
shall be compatible with the colors and materials of the building
complex.

) Landscaping. Landscaping shall be provided at the base of the
sign pursvant to Section 159.195(G.5).

Wall Signs.

a) The size of the letters and the spacing shall be balanced for the
tenants within the building complex providing minimum and
maximum letter heights, :

b) Signs throughout the bulldlng complex shall be consistent in
appearance.
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)

(E)

)

G)

®)

Directory Signs. As permitted by Chapter 159.195(F).

COMMUNITY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.

(D Number. As determined by the Director.

(2)  Area. Each community directional sign shall not exceed four square feet
in sign area.

(3)  Location. Off-site community directional signs may only be situated on

. private property and shall not be located within the clear vision triangle.

4 The signs shall be crafted, generally made of wood, metal or other natural
hard materials.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.

(1) Number,
a) One directional sign is permitted for each one-way driveway;
b) One directional sign is permitted for each drive through aisle;
c) One directional sign is permitted for each service or delivery

entrance; and
d) Additional directional signs are permitted to satisfy a health and
safety need.

(2)  Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed four square feet.

(3)  Height. The height of the sign, including the base, shall not exceed four
feet from grade to the top of the sign.

(4) Corporate colors may be utilized; however, corporate logos shall not be
applied to the sign.

(5) Location. Directional signs shall not be located within the clear vision

- triangle.

DIRECTORY SIGNS.

(1) Number. Each building with more than two tenants is permitted one
directory sign. Sign may be freestanding or wall mounted.

(2)  Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed 16 square feet.

(3)  Height. The height of the sign, including the base, shall not exceed six
feet from grade to the top of the sign.

(4) Location. Du‘ectory signs shall not be located within the clear vision

triangle.

FREESTANDING SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

(D

Number. Each individual use may erect and maintain one freestanding
sign, regardless of whether a use is conducted on more than one
contiguous parcel. Additional freestanding signs may be permitted upon
approval of a Use Permit by the Planning Commissicn if the use has more
than one street frontage and/or has an individual street frontage that is
greater than 300° long with more than one project entrance.



(H)

@

2)

3

4)

)

ey
2)
(3
(4)

(5)

Location. No more than one sign shall be placed on each street, unless
additional signs are approved pursuant to subsection (a) above. All signs
are subject to the requirements of the clear vision triangle.

Height.

a) Citywide. The maximum height shall be 15 feet, except as
otherwise provide by this Chapter.

b) Oldtown and Downtown Historic Design Review Districts. The
maximum height shall be 10 feet.

c) Highway 49/Elm Commercial Area. The maximum height shall be
25 feet for properties located within the areas delineated on a map
maintained by the Community Development Department. The
map may be amended by resolution of the City Council.

Area. The maximum allowable sign area shall be 40 square feet. The

maximum sign area may be increased to 60 square feet for a lot with a

street frontage of at least 200 feet. The maximum sign area may be

increased to 80 square feet for a lot with a street frontage of at least 300

feet. The area of the sign is determined based on the length of the frontage

- on which the sign is placed.

Landscaping. Landscaping with automatic irrigation shall be provided at
the base of the supporting structure equal to twice the area of one face of
the monument sign. The review authority may waive or modify this
requirement on a case-by-case basis for small monument signs or where
existing site conditions preclude this requirement. '

" GARAGE/YARD SALE SIGNS.

Number. Each Garage or Yard sale may have one on-site sign advertising
the sale. ' :

Area. The maximum allowable area shall be six square feet.

Height. The maximum allowable height shall be four feet.

Location. On-site only; no off-site signs shall be permitted. No signs

- shall be located within the clear vision triangle.

The sign shall only be displayed during the term of the sale.

MENU/ORDER BOARD SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

ey
(2)

(3)
@)

Number. Each establishment with a drive through facility is permitted a

maximum of two menu/order board signs.

Location.

a) The sign shall be located adjacent to the drive through aisle.

b) The sign shall not be located as to impair the vision of the driver of
a vehicle traveling either into, out of, or through the drive aisle.

Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed 32 square feet.

Height. The height of the sign including the pole or base shall not exceed

six feet from grade to the top of the sign.
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(J)  MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL AND SERVICE STATION SIGNS.

K)

ey
)

3)

4

Freestanding Signs. Each motor vehicle fuel or service station may erect
and maintain one freestanding sign as permitted by this chapter.
Motor Vehicle Fuel Price Signs.

a)

b)

d)

c)

Number. Each use dispensing any motor vehicle fuel at retail to
the general public shall be permitted to erect and maintain one
freestanding fuel price sign for the primary purpose of advertising
motor vehicle fuel prices. _

The sign shall comply with Section 159.195(G) of this code as well
as the provisions of California Business and Professions Code
regarding display requirements.

Area. The maximum area of the fuel price sign, excluding the base
or embellishments, shall be 75 square feet.

Electronic changeable signs may be used to display motor vehicle
fuel price information, except in the Old Town and Downtown
design review district. Electronic changeable display shall be
limited to the portion of any sign structure devoted exclusively to
display of motor vehicle fuel price information required or
permitted by the California Business and Professions Code. Sign
displays shall remain static and may not change more than once
per 12-hour period.

Location. No freestanding sign over three feet high shall be
erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

Wall Signs. Wall signs on the motor vehicle fuel and service station
building shall comply with Section 159.195(R). (Wall sign criteria for
individual businesses).

Canopy Signs.

a)

b)

<)

=

Wall signs are permitted on the fuel canopy. Such signs shall
comply with Section 159.195(R) of this code and shalI be
considered separately from the main building,

Area. The maximum allowable area shall be one square foot of
sign area for each ten lineal feet of the canopy.

Spandrel signs. Spandrel signs are permitted between the canopy

- supports. The maximum allowable area shall be one square foot of

sign area for each ten lineal feet of the spandrel. The allowable
sign area for spandrel signs shall be determined separate from the
area for wall signs.

Signs advertising the price of each grade of gasoline may be placed
on each gasoline pump. :

MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SIGNS.

(1)

Number.

a)
b)

One freestanding identification sign per project entry.
One wall sign.



¥)

M)

c) One directory sign per building.

2) Area. .
a) The maximum area of each freestanding sign or sign mounted on a
fence or wall shall be 32 square feet.
b) The maximum total area for the wall sign shall be one square foot

per ten lineal feet up to a maximum of 32 square feet.
3) Height.
a) The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be four fect.
b) The maximum height of a sign mounted on a fence or wall shall be
six feet, including the height of the fence or sound wall.

(4)  Location. A
a) Freestanding signs shall be located outside the clear vision triangle.

OFF-PREMISE SIGNS.

Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, all off-premise signs shall
comply with the following, in addition to any other permit requirements under
this chapter or any other provision of the Code:

(N A Use Permit shall be approved by the Commission.

(2) The applicant must demonstrate that the sign is necessary because of
unusual access to the commercial business establishment.

3) No sign shall be erected or maintained on premises used for residential

purposes.
(4) No sign shall overhang public property, nor shall it violate the terms of
height restrictions.
(5) - No sign shall be located within 660 feet of Interstate 80 (I-80) right-of-
way.

(6) There shall be no more than one off-premise sign on any one parcel.

(7)°  Visual access to an existing sign shall not be blocked or impaired.

(8) All such signs shall comply with the provisions for setbacks in the district
located therein,

(9 The maximum size shall be 100 square feet.

(10)  Scenic route viewsheds identified in the General Plan shall be protected.

(11}  Location. No sign shall be located within the clear vision triangle.

PROJECTING, OVERHEAD, AND SUSPENDED SIGNS.

The following standards shall apply to all projecting, overhead, or
suspended signs (other than undercanopy signs) in all zones where allowed by this

Chapter:

(1) Projecting Signs.
a) Projecting signs shall only be allowed in the Old Town and
Downtown design review districts,

97



98

N)

)

b) The sign and the copy shall be perpendicular to the wall of the
building to which it is attached.

(2) Overhead and Suspended Signs.
a) Signs may be placed paraliel to the street.
(3)  The following standards shall apply to all pro_]ectlng, overhead, and/or
suspended 31gns
a) The sign area shall apply to a tenant’s allowable wall sign area.
b) = The minimum horizontal clearance between a sign and the curb
line shall be as specified by the California Building Code.
c) The top of a projecting sign shall not exceed the lesser of 14 feet,
' eave height, parapet height, or sill height of a second floor
window.
d) The minimum clearance from the bottom of the sign to the finished
grade shall be as specified by the California Building Code.
e) Icon using shapes or symbols uniquely suited for the business,
creative shapes, and three dimensions signs are encouraged.
f) Each sign shall be graphically designed for pedestrians.
g) Sign supports shall be well-designed and compatible with the
design of the sign,
REAL ESTATE SIGNS.

Real estate signs shall be placed upon the property to which it pertains

only in accordance with the following regulations.

The signs shall not be affixed to trees or shrubs.

(1)

(2)  No sign shall be placed so that any portion is more than seven feet above
the average ground level.

(3)  The signs shall not be illuminated, directly or indirectly.

(4)  Not more than one real estate sign may be placed on any one parcel of real
property. However, when a parcel of real property is larger than 3 acres in
size, two real estate signs may be placed thereon at least 500 feet apart.
For the purposes of this section, all contignous parcels of real property
owned by the same owner shall be deemed to be 1 single parcel of real
property.

(5)  Location. Signs shall not be placed within five feet of any boundary line
of the real property. No sign shall be located w1th1n the clear vision
triangle.

SUBDIVISION SIGNS.

(1) Off-site Subdivision Signs.

New residential subdivisions are generally located some distance away
from -the major vehicular entrances to the City, and the public requires
additional off-site direction to the subdivisions. Notwithstanding the



general billboard prohibition, it is the intent of this chapter to provide such
directional signage.

2)

b)’

d)

€)

Number. The minimum separation between off-site subdivision

signs shall be 1, 000 feet.

Location. .

L. Standard Setback.  Off-site freestanding signs shall
maintain a minimum setback of five feet to the nearest

property line.

2. Freestanding signs shall be located outside the clear vision
triangle.

3. Off-site subdivision signs may be located on vacant

property in accordance with this section. A sign located on
occupied property may be conSIdered by the Director on a
case-by-case basis.

Overall Sign Size.

1. Height: Maximum sign height of ten feet.

2. Width: Maximum sign width of ten feet.

Display Area.

L. Multiple display areas shall be provided on each off-site
sign for individual subdivisions.

2. ‘Panel size for individual subdivisions shall be a maximum
of two feet by seven feet.

Design. ' .

1. The design of all off-site subdivision signs shall be
consistent citywide.

2. Off-site subdivision signs shall be freestanding and contain
not more than two sides.

Placement and Removal.

1. Upon approval of a sign permit, no off-site subdivision sign

shall be erected until application for plan check has been
filed for a house or model home within the subdivision.

2. A subdivision name shall be removed from the sign within
30 days of the sale of the final lot in the subdivision.

3. Off-site subdivision signs shall be removed if no
subdivision has been advertised on it for a period of 60
days.

(2) On-site Subdivision Signs.

a)

Number.

1. No more than two freestanding signs shall be permitted at

each subdivision enirance. )
2. No more than two wall signs shall be permitted at each
subdivision entrance.
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P)

Q

b) Location.

1. On-site signs may be located on either one or both sides of
the subdivision entrance or within a landscaped entry
median.

2. Signs shall be located outside of the clear vision triangle,

3. Wall signs may be mounted on an entry wall or sound wall
on one or both sides of the subdivision entrance road.

c) Area
1. The maximum area of a single sign shall be 32 square feet.
2. The maximum sign area for all signs at one subdivision
entry shall be 64 square feet.
d)  Height. The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be four
feet. '

TEMPORARY N ON-COI\/IMERCIAL SIGNS.

Temporary signs and banners are permitted in all zones subject to the

following regulations.

(1)  Location. Signs shall not be posted on trees, fence posts, public utility
" poles, on-any roof or vehicle top, or located within any public right-of-way
or on any publicly owned property. No sign shall be located within the
clear vision triangle,
(2) No sign shall be placed on private property without permission of the
property owner or tenant.
3) Signs shall not be illuminated.
@ Height. The maximum sign height shall not exceed seven feet.
(5>  Area. The maximum sign area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet.
(6) Number. Each lot shall be permitted two (2) temporary freestanding signs
- containing only noncommercial messages. In addition, one temporary
freestanding campaign sign shall be allowed for each political candidate or
proposed ballot r_neasnre on each street frontage.
UNDER CANOPY SIGNS.
(1) Number. Each use shall be permitted one under canopy 51gn
2) Location.
a) The sign shall be perpendicular to the wall of the building to which
it is attached.
b) The minimum vertical clearance of an under canopy sign shall be
as specified by the California Building Code.
(3) Area ' ,
a) The area of an under canopy sign shall not exceed six square feet.
b) The area of an under canopy sign shall not reduce the allowable

sign area for wall signs associated with the same tenant/use.
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WALL SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

(1)
)

(3)

4

Number. Each individual use or tenant space may erect and maintain one

or more wall signs on each building fagade.

Location.

a) Wall signs may be:

1. Attached flat against or pinned away (peg mounted or
similar; no more than one foot) from a wall or facade.

2. Attached as a projecting, overhead, or suspended sign as
provided in Section 159.195(N).

3. Attached to, or incorporated into, the mansard fagade of a
sloping roof, but shall not extend above the upper edge of
the roof.

4, Painted on or attached to a canopy or awning.

b) . Signs should not cover or interrupt major architectural features,
including such features as doors, windows, tile embellishments and
reveal lines.

Area. o

a) The total allowable area for all wall signs on a building facade
shall not exceed six square feet per ten lineal feet of tenant
frontage for each tenant.

b) Window signs shall not count towards the total square footage
calculated for wall signs.

Can signs prohibited. Can signs shail be prohibited in the Old Town

Design Review District and the Downtown Design Review District.

WINDOW SIGNS.

(1)
2)

(3

“4)

Number. Each window may have window signs.

Location. Affixed or applied to, or located within 24” of, the surface of a
window with its message intended to be visiblé to and readable from the
public way or from adjoining property.

Area. Window sign area shall not be counted against the allowed wall
sign area.

Historic District of the Old Town Design Review District. The limits of
the Old Town Historic District are delineated on a map maintained by the
Community Development Department as provide by Section 159.493 of
this code. The following standards apply to window signs in the Historic
District of the Old Town Design Review District:

a) No more than one neon, electronic or programmable window sign
shall be permitted.
b) Businesses with more than one neon or electronic window sign

identified in the Sign Inventory Historic District of Old Town
Design Review District Neon and Electronic Window Signs dated
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§ 159.19¢6

(A)

(B)

©)

®)

§ 159.197

July 2, 2012 shall be deemed legal non-conforming in accordance
with §159.197.

PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM.

The purpose of a sign program is to integrate a project's signs into the
architectural design of a subject site and to ensure visibility of all signs. A sign
program also enables the city to ensure high quality in the design and display of
multiple permanent signs and to encourage creativity and excellence in sign
design.

Reguired. A planned sign program shall be provided as follows:

(1) A sign program shall be provided for any building complex established
after the date of adoption of this code.

(2) A sign program for an existing building complex may be required at the
discretion of the Director when:
(a) A new bu11d1ng 1s added to the building complex
(b) There is substantial exterior remodeling of the existing complex

(i.e. at least 50% of the complex).

(3) A sign program shall be provided for the replacement of, or significant
modification to, an existing planned sign program.

4) A planned sign program is optional for all other signs.

If the provisions of an approved planned sign program conflict with other
provisions of this chapter, whichever provision is more restrictive shall control.

A sign program shall consist of a description, including dimensions, materials,
locations, and illustration of all signs proposed on the site. The sign program shall
have a unifying design theme or style. A separate sign permit shall be required
for all signs constructed pursuant to an approved sign program.

NON-CONFORMING SIGNS.

This section-recognizes that the eventual elimination of existing signs (on-site and off-
site) that are not in conformity with the provisions of this chapter is as important as the
prohibition of new signs that would violate these regulations.

(A)

Continuation of Legal Non-conforming Sign. A legally established sign that does
not conform to the provisions of this chapter may continue to be used in
compliance with Section 159.187, unless the sign is:

(1) Structurally altered to extend its useful life.

(2) Expanded, moved, or relocated.

3) Re-established after a business has been discontinued for 60 days or more.
4) Re-established after damage or destruction of more than 50% of the value
of the physical structure of the sign, as determined by the Director.



(B)

(©

D)

§ 159.198

XN

(B)

(©)

)

Sign Copy Changes. The sign copy and sign faces of a legally established non-
conforming sign may be changed provided that the change does not include a
structural change in the display and otherwise complies with the requirements of
this ordinance.

Correction of Non-conformities Required. Approval of any structures on a site or
a change in the land use on a site shall require that all non-conforming signs on
the site be brought into conformity with this chapter.

Future Non-conformity. Any legal sign, which later becomes non-conforming as
to size or location either by reason of amendment of this section or its operation,
may be maintained indefinitely, provided that it shall not be enlarged or moved
without full compliance with this Chapter. All existing signs in newly annexed
areas shall be treated legally established non-conforming signs in accordance with
Section 159.197(A).

REMOVAL OF UNSAFE OR ILLEGALLY INSTALLED SIGNS.

Unsafe Signs. Any sign that presents an immediate danger to the public health or
safety may be removed by the city without prior notice. Alternatively, the director
may issue a notice of violation and give the permit holder, owner of the property
on which the sign was located, or person in possession and control of that
property fifteen (15) days to cure the violation. The date of service shall be the
date the director places the notice in a U.S. Postal Service mail receptacle. In the
case of an unsafe sign removed by the city, the costs of such removal and storage
shall be borne by the permit holder, owner of the property on which the sign was
located, or person in possession and control of that property, as applicable and
may be collected by the city in the same manner as it collects any other debt or

- obligation. No unsafe sign that has been removed and stored by the city shall be

released until the costs of removal and storage have been paid. If an unsafe sign
remains uncured for a period of thirty (30) days after service of the notice, the city
may remove the sign and dispose of it.

| Illegal Signs. Any illegal sign shall be removed or brought into conformity by the

permit holder, owner of the property on which the sign was located, or person in
possession and control of that property following written notice from the director
as specified in Chapter 159.197(C). The director's order may be appealed to the
council in the manner provided in Chapter 159.188 (H)(1).

Abandoned Signs. A sign that advertises or otherwise identifies a business or
activity which has been discontinued on the premises, or any sign or sign structure
that has no copy, for a period of sixty (60) days shall be considered abandoned
and shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premise.

Penalties. lllegal signs shall be subject to the remedies established in Chapter
159.199.
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(B)

§ 159.199

(A)

(B)

Removal of lllegal Signs in the Public Right-of-Way. The director may cause the
immediate removal of any sign within the public right-of-way or on property that
is otherwise abandoned that has been placed there without first complying with
the requirements of this chapter.

PUBLIC NUISANCE, ABATEMENT AND VIOLATION.

Violation of any provision of this Chapter shall be punishable as an infraction and
shall be punishable as set forth in Chapter 10 of the Auburn Municipal Code.
Each and every day that a prohibited sign is erected, constructed, maintained,
placed, or displayed in violation of this Chapter shall be considered a separate
violation.

In addition to any other remedy, penalty or provision of law, the violation of any
provision of this Section shall be deemed to be a public nuisance, and may be
abated by the City Attorney as provided by common and statutory law and City
Ordinance, in any manner provided by law, whether criminal, civil, or
administrative.
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ATTACHMENT 2A
RESOLUTION NO. 12-

RESOLUTION PROVIDING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR WITH
PROSECUTORIAL DISCRETION RELATING TO TEMPORARY SIGNS.

THE CITY OF AUBURN DOES HEREBY RESOLVE:

That the City Council of the City of Auburn recognizes the difficulties that
local merchants are having in the current economic climate;'

That a relaxation of the City’s temporary sign standards in select areas of
town will assist local merchants; and

That the City Council of the City of Auburn hereby provides the
Community Development Director with authority to utilize prosecutorial
discretion in the application of the temporary sign requirements of the City of
Auburn, subject to the provisions listed in Exhibit A.

The City Council of the City of Auburn hereby adopts Resolution No. 12-
__ to continue the tempor'ary' banner program for 90 days following

effectuation of the City’s Updated Sign Ordinance.

DATED: October 8, 2012

Kevin Hanley, Mayor

ATTEST:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk

I, Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk of the City of Auburn, hereby certify
that the foregoing resolution was duly passed at a regular meeting of the City
of Auburn held on the 8% day of October 2012 by the following vote on roll

call:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk




EXHIBIT A

CITY OF AUBURN
TEMPORARY SIGNS

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Provide two (2) copies of the following items, preferably at 8.5 x 117, but with a maximum size of
18"x26”. : : :
1. A Site Plan showing the project site and proposed sign locations relative to the site and/or

. buildings. ' -
2. . A Building Elevation indicating the location of proposed and existing signs. Color .
photograph(s) with accurate information are acceptable alternatives. ' :

. An additiona] fee will be imposed by the Building Deparhnenf if a building permit is required.

. Temporary signs located within the City right-of-way will require approval of an Encroachment
Permit from the Public Works Department and must maintain ADA accessibility.

. Temporary sign located within the State right-of-way will require approval from the California
Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) prior to submitting an application to the City. For
more information, contact the Department of Public Works. :

TEMPORARY SIGN PROVISIONS
(Resolution 09-30)-

The following provisions shall aﬁply to requests for temporary signs:

1. The tenant/property owner will be required to submit a-temporary “sign application to the
Community Development Department: for review and approval. No application fee will be
colle¢ted by the City. ; , : .

"2.” "~ Each application will be Teviewed oii 4 6ase-by-case basis 1o defenine the appropriatensss of the
request, including, biit not limited to, the location, size, and number of signs.

Quantity — The number of signs will be reviewed aﬁd approved by staff,

Type — Staff will review and approve the mix of sigﬁs‘ associated with a proposal.

Size - Staff will review and approve the size of signs associated with a proposal.

Duration ~ Staff will review and approve the time frame that temporary signs are allowed to
remain in place. | : ) ‘ .
7. Balloons — The use of balloons will be limited to the typical “birthday” size balloons (i.e. .
maximum approximately 14” in diameter). Mylar balloons.will be discouraged. The use of large
inflatable rooftop balloons, barrage balloons, and moving balloons powered by air blowers will be
prohibited. : . )

8.  A-frame signs — Staff will review and approve A-frame signs on a case-by-case basis to insure
ADA accessibility and an encroachment permit (if located within the City right-of-way). '

AU

9.  Mobile signs — The use of mobile signs will be prohibited.

10.  Location — The temporary sign provisions wilt only apply to on-site signs located within the Old
Town and Downtown districts, the Hwy 49 corridor, and the Nevada Street corridor {see Attached).

11. Type of Business — The temporary sign provisions will only apply to a2 commercial business.
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Auburn City Council Minutes 9/10/2012 ATTACHMENT 3A

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
September 10, 2012
REGULAR SESSION

The Regular Session of the Auburn City Council was held in the Council
Chambers, City Hall, 1225 Lincoln Way, Auburn, California on Monday,
September 10, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. with Mayor Hanley presiding and City Clerk
Joseph G.R. Labrie recording the minutes.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

Counc:l Members Present: Keith Nesbitt, Mike Holmes, William W,
Kirby, Bridget Powers, Kevin Hanley

Council Members Absent: none

Staff Members Present: City Manager Robert Richardson,
Assistant City Attorney Michael Cobden, Fire Chief Mark D'Ambrogi,
Public Works Director Bernie Schroeder, Community Development
Director Will Wong, Police Chief John Ruffcorn and Administrative
Services Director Andy Heath.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AGENDA APPROVAL

City Manager Robert Richardson requested item 7 be postponed and 'remove.d
from this agenda. The remainder of the agenda was approved by consensus of
the Council.

CONSENT CALENDAR

1. Warrants

By RESOLUTION 12-100, ratify and approve payment of warrants 80488
through 80703 totaling $1,252,492.69.

2. Minutes

By MOTION, approve the City Council minutes of 7/23/2012 and
8/13/2012.

3. Quarterly Report of Investments — Quarter Ending June 30, 2012

112



Auburn City Council Minutes 9/10/2012

Receive, review and file the “City of Auburn Quarterly Investment Repg
for the quarter ending June 30, 2012,

695 Dairy Road — Acceptance of Public Improvements, Dedication of

Right-of-Way and Pedestrian Access Easement

By RESOLUTION 12-101, authorize the Directopst Public Works to
accept the public improvements, the right-of-wéy dedication and
pedestrian access easement associated with the development at 695
Dairy Road on behalf of the City of Aysurn.

*‘************** End Of C Sent Calendar EhkkEAkkkkikhkkikk

By MOTION, approve consent calendar.
MOTION: Powers/Nesbitt/ Approved 5:0

Public Corm{nt

Wley said he will put an item on the next City Council agenda to
#Scuss the policy of comments made by Council during public comment.

PUBLIC HEARING

6.

Sign Regulations Ordinance/ Temporary Sign Program

Community Development Director Will Wong presented this item. He

reviewed the temporary sign program. He said this meeting acts as a
public hearing for the first reading of the sign ordinance. He said six
meetings have been held at the Planning Commission level regarding
the sign ordinance. He also said all businesses have been contacted
regarding proposed changes to the ordinance. He said types of signs,
the unique business community, and how to implement the program
were all discussed. He said the new ordinance contains a provision for
legal non-conforming signs that would apply to all the new standards in
the ordinance. He said this sign ordinance consists of updated code
sections and definitions, a better legal framework, and clear criteria for
permitted and exempt signs. The ordinance also recognizes the
uniqueness of Auburn. He reviewed the ordinance and gave examples
and reasoning of some of the changes. He addressed neon and
electronic window signs and programmable window signs within the
historic district in Old Town.

Council Member questions followed regarding (1) legal nonconforming
signs, (2) replacement or repair of electronic signs in windows, (3)
existing freestanding signs, (4) 30 day timeframe for
banners/enforcement, (5) OTBA/DTA current position on sign
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ordinance, (6) identifying the major changes to the new ordinance, (7)
list of identified businesses with non-conforming signs, (8) mobile sign
holders, (9) political signs/temporary non-commercial signs, (10)
structural changes on electronic signs, (11) establishing a value for
signs, (12) building complex signs, (13) garage sale signs, (14)
automobile sales promotional signage, (15) notifications to businesses,
(16) painted windows, (17) A-Frame signs and ADA compliance, (18)
sign colors and materials, and (19) current complaints on neon window
signs.

Gary Moffat, resident and business owner in Auburn, said while the
ordinance clearly needs updating, the problem is many of the
provisions of the current law are not being enforced by the City.

He said he feels many of the changes to the new ordinance are to
benefit business owners who are not abiding by the current law. He
provided pictures of the storefront of Century 21 and a list of
businesses using electronic displays in windows. He asked for the
proposed ordinance to be amended to ban electronic monitors and
televisions from storefront windows.

Jerry Kopp, resident and business owner in Aubum, spoke about neon
signs being phased out. He said a new ordinance is not needed, there
have been no complaints, and it is not enforceable.

Joe Labrie, City Clerk and resident of Auburn, spoke about the
restrictions on garage and yard sale signs. He also spoke about large
misleading “going out of business” signs in other cities.

Dave Johnson, business owner in Auburn, spoke about the need to
advertise in his storefront for his type of business. He said he has
advertised in that manner for many years.

Mayor Hanley said the Planning Commission held six hearings
regarding this item and took a lot of time working on this proposed
ordinance.

Council Member Nesbitt said there are times when a-frames and other
types of signs show the character and personality of the town. He said
he agrees with the commission’s recommendation on how to handie
electronic signs. He said he respects the deliberations of the Planning
Commission and supports their decision.

Council Member Holmes also recognized the hard work by the
Planning Commission. He said he is concerned with enforcement not
being adequate. He said he is disappointed with the idea that existing
businesses must remove long standing signs. He said he cannot
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support the new ordinance and would like to see more information on
enforcement,

Council Member Powers recognized the work of the Planning
Commission and said she supports this ordinance. She said this is part
of the future plans of Streetscape and how our City wil look.

Council Member Kirby also recognized the Planning Commission for
their work. He spoke about work to be completed on the electronic
sign section, relaxing regulations on garage sale signs, and real estate
business advertising. He said he wants to wait 6-8 months to make the
new ordinance effective.

Community Development Director Will Wong said no type of sign is
allowed in the public right of way. He said you cannot allow one type of
content sign over another (i.e. garage sale signs).

Mayor Hanley addressed the reasoning behind needing a new
ordinance, enforcement, the 30 day banner rule, electronic signs,
temporary sign regulations, and input from the business community.

There was discussion regarding holding another public hearing before
the sign ordinance is finalized. The consensus was to remove the
following wording from the motion: “approval of the sign ordinance
update as presented in this staff repoit.”

Council Member Powers addressed enforcement of garage sale
signage in the right of way.

Council Member Kirby said he would like to see more options and
input on the electronic sign portion of the ordinance.

Council Member Holmes said he also would like another public hearing
on this topic to receive more input.

Council Member Nesbitt addressed a possibhle compromise on the
neon sign restrictions.

Will Wong addressed the electronic/neon signage issue.

A. By MOTION, introduce and hold a first reading, by title only, of an
ordinance repealing Sections 159.185 through 159.207 (entitled
Signs), including Appendix B, and adding new sections of the Aubumn
Municipal Code thereby updating the sign regulations for the City of
Auburn, which includes the following actions:
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1. Adoption of a Categorical Exemption prepared for the update of the
sign ordinance as the appropriate level of environmental review in
accordance with Section 15304 (Minor Alterations to Land), Section
15305 (Minor Alterations in the Land Use Limitations) and Section
15311 (Accessory Structures) of the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Guidelines;

2. Adoption of Findings of Fact for approval of the sign ordinance
update, as presented in the staff report; and
MOTION: Nesbitt/ Kirby/ Approved 4:1 (Holmes voted no)

The consensus of the Council was to postpone motion B (a resolution
-regarding the temporary sign requirements terminating) until a future
meeting. '

COUNCIL BUSINESS

7. Performance Budget Discussion/ Fire Department

Postponed to a future City Council Meeting.

REPORTS

8. City Council Committee Reporis

Council Member Nesbitt reported on an upcominggSHAAC meeting. He
reported on behalf of PCTPA that Auburn is ngfonger considered an
“Urban Area” designation. He updated the ggpropriations on RSTP
Funds, (Regionally Significant Transportgion Projects) and STA (State
Transit Assistance) funds. He invited g¥eryone to the Lincoln Bypass
Grand Opening on October 5™ at 10

Council Member Holmes repori€d on the 9/11 Monument to be dedicated
tomorrow at 10am. He reportéd on a “lack of due notice” by staff regarding
the Historic Design Revieyw Commission held earlier this month. He
reported the SEDCorp ,4PA authorization is out of date and they are
looking at updating i}¢He also reported the on the unemployment rate in
Placer County ang’Auburm. He reported the Chamber Government Affairs

n River. He said there are many unanswered questions
this item that need to be addressed before it is approved.

116



117



118

ATTACHMENT 4A

CITY OF AUBURN

Community Development Department
1225 LINCOLN WAY » AUBURN, CA 95603 » PHONE (530) 823-4211 « FAX (530) 885-5508

'September 13,2012

Bruce Cosgrove, Auburn Chamber of Commerce
Jim Bril}, Downtown Business Association

Dave Johnson, Old Town Business Association
Jack Remington, Highway 49 Business Association
Distribution via Email

Subject: Sign Ordinance Update Letter #7
Termination of City’s Temporary Sign Program

Bruce, Jim, Dave and Jack,

On September 10, 2012 the City Council held a public hearing to consider two items — the Sign
Ordinance Update and termination of the City’s Temporary Sign Program (banners, A-frames
and balloons). On October 8, 2012 the Council will hold a 2™ public hearing on these items to
provide another opportunity for public input. There were three partlcular items that pertain to the
busmess community that the Council desired feedback:

1. The number of days that banners can be displayed annually. The Planning
- Commission recommended that “A banner may be allowed for a period of time
not to exceed 30 calendar days per year.” This recommendation was based on
your comments. OTBA had recommended 30 days, DBA 30-45 days and the

~ Chamber 30-45 days. Enclosed are the letters you provided to me.

2. Neon or electronic window signs in the historic Old Town District. The Planning
Commission decided to recommend allowing neon, electronic and programmable
window signs in the historic Old Town District, but limit the number to oné such -
sign per business. Eight Old Town businesses have more than one such sign and
instead of recommending an amortization schedule (compliance by a set date) the
Commission chose to make these signs legal non-conforming. Per Sections
159.197(A) and (C) (see below) a legal non-conforming sign can continue to be
used unless one of the following occurs:

(A)  Continuation of Legal Non-conforming Sig. A legally
established sign that does not conform to the provisions of* this
chapter may continue to be used in compliance with Section
159.187, unless the sign is: :

(1) Structurally altered to extend its useful life.
(2) Expanded, moved, or relocated. -

Information Letter #7 9-13-12.doc



Sign Ordinance Update & Temporary Sign Program
August 30, 2012; Page 2

(3) Re-established after a business has been discontinued for
60 days or more.

(4) Re-established after damage or destruction of more than .
50% of the value of the physical structure of the sign, as
determined by the Director.

(C)  Correction of Non-conformities Required. Approval of any
structures on a site or a change in the land use on a site shall
require that all non-conforming signs on the site be brought into
conformity with this chapter.

3. Termination of the City’s Temporary Sign Program. Since March 23, 2009 the City
Council has chosen to temporarily relax the City of Auburn sign regulations for
temporary signs (banners, A-frames and balloons) within the Downtown, Old Town
and Highway 49 Business Districts. Staff recommendation is to link the end of the
program to the effective date of the Sign Ordinance Update plus ninety (90) days. If
the Council approves the Sign Ordinance on October 8", the Temporary Sign
Program would end on February 19, 2013 (134 days after approval). Per our past
discussions this would provide time to “get the word out” and notify business that
the program was ending. Also, staff would be working with the business
organizations to obtain compliance. Do you feel additional time is needed?

If you have any other comments on the proposed Sign Ordinance please provide them to me.
Also, if you need additional information or if there are any questions you can either email me at
wwong@auburn.ca.gov, or call me at (530) 823-4211, extension 133.

Sincerely,

Wilfred Wong
Community Development Director

cc: City Council
Planning Commission
City Manager

Information Letter #7 9-13-12.doc
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RECEIVED

JUN182012

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
June 15, 2012 _ - CITY OF AUBURN

Will Wong — Community Development Director -

~ CITY OF AUBURN -

1225 Lincoln Way
Auburn, CA 95603

RE: City Sign Ordinance Update and proposed changes

The Old Town Board of Directors offers these suggestions to the Sign
Ordinance as pertains to the Old Town Historic District:

1. Neon Signs: Although somewhat obtrusive to our overall theme, it is
. felt that some Neon Signs are necessary to promote business and
encourage visitors. Based on the photo’s taken and submitted by the
City and sent to Old Town, our district does have an over abundance
of Neon Signs. However, it’s the general consensus of the Board that
they should be limited and not prohibited, as many do not contribute
any good design aspects of an “old town”.

2. Banners: It is the general consensus that banners of any type, not only
“grand opening” banners should be allowed with a 30 days maximum
annually with a stringent permit process and enforcement, and with no
additional fee. _ '

3. Can Signs: Do not pertain to the Old Town Business District, per se.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this process.
Sincerely,

Linda Robinson
OTBA President 2011-2012
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Downtown'Auburn
Che FCunt of Sidnon

AUBURN
DOWNTOWN BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION
m.downtownaﬁburnca.com
POBOX244 '
AUBURN, CA 95604 |

PRESIDENT
JM BRILL

VICE PRESIDENT
DRr.CAR} THACHUK

PAST PRESIDENT
HARVEY ROPER

SECRETARY
MARGARETA ASGHARZEDH

’l‘kEASURER
STEVE GALYARDT

DIRECTORS

GARY CAPPS

CORRINE LEE

LisA SWISLEY

MICHELLE SMITH
KryTH HENTCHEL
SUPPORTING OUR
DOWNTOWN TOGETHER -

RECEIVED

JUN 05 2012
To Wi a
C‘.’ W'fu Aw‘mg COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.
ity of Auburn CITY OF AUBURN
Planning Commissioners ~ June 4, 2012

Re: Proposed changes in sign ordinance

We Would like to comment on five elements of tne sign ordinance which

are up for potential change.
1) Neon-

-We would like to see the continued use of Neon signage within a

business’s window. Bright days makes windows appear dark. The
“open” signs are beneficial to shoppers.

2) Can Signs-

Some of the can signs in Downtown, we feel are suitable with the

architecture of the building, some are not. They may not be suitable in a

streefscape area, If it is decided to-eliminate future can type signage we

ask that there be no amortization on the existing signs.

| 3) Monument signs-

The changes in height limits for monument signs, is acceptable as

-| proposed. No Amortlzatlon .on existing signs

4yYWindow Signs-

There seems to be confusion in what could be considered dlsplay and
what is to be considered : signage. Businesses need to fully utilize their
store front to their best benefit. We do not feel we have any glaring
problems at this time and it is best to leave this issue alone with no
restrictions on the percentage of window coverage.

5)Banners-

Banners of any type, not only “grand opening” should be allowed with a

30 to 45 day maximum annually. Continue the No Fee pohcy

Thank you -

Jim Bril _
DBA President
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cmuwn:drtmz
June 5, 2012 . .
Will Wong, Community Development Director R C E VE D
CITY OF AUBURN : N
1225 Lincoln Way JUN 05 2012
~ Aubum, CA 95603
Re: City Sign Ordinance Update COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CITY OFAUBURN

Dear Will and Auburn Planning Commissioners,

The ‘Auburn Chamber of Commerce Board of Difectors appreciates the opportunity to subt
comments on sevetal of the proposed changes in the City Sign Ordinance. We tecognize t
importance of teviewing and updating the sign otdinance to réflect changes needed to better ‘clar
regulations and the petmit process, ifi an effort to imptove compliance and help reflect and Suppe
changes in business marketing trends.

. The Chambet Government Affairs / Economic Development Team asked Chamber staff to b

tepresentatives of business together to review and discuss the proposed changes to the sigri ordinane
this was accomplished with two Chamber member meetings, both with Will Wong in attendance.

The following items listed represent the consensus of comments/concerns shared by Chamb
members (small business):

* Can Signs are not viewed as a negative for our local architecture. However, there is general
agreement “can signs” may not be consistent with cutrent streetscape design concepts. If this
type of sign is eliminated (within streetscape), there is a strong belief thete should be no

. amottizatior schedule on the existing signs. - :

* Neon Window Signs provide needed ezposure to attract
explote and enjoy shopping and suppotting Aubnrn. . :

* Agreement with proposed Monument Height Limits proposed for Downtown (10 ft), Sout

“Auburn (15 £8); and Hwy 49 / Nevada St. (25 £9) with no amortization petiod.

* The NO FEE provision for Banners displayed (for 30-45 days) should remain. This provisio:
encoutages Jocal business to submit banner requests, and reinforces local govetniment suppos
of local business. S . - .

¢ Window Signage proposed regulation (fiot to exceed 50%) is viewed as harmful to som

- businesses; and not helpful to most all businesses. There is a shated strong belief that thi
would be a severe enforcement issue for the City that could most likely tesult in selectivi
enforcement. '

and invite the public to discove

The Chamber Board submits the above comments in the spitit of coopetation and good planning fo
local business. Aubutn is an attractive and one-of-a-kind community, and local business ha
histofically played a partnership role in creating the ambiance unique to cur city. Many local business
people came here with good ideas and good intentions. The Chamber believes' the City Sign Ordinance
should support and encourage small business in- our commmnity.

Thank you for your consideration of this impbrtant matter for local business.
Sﬁacéreljr,

Richard Hall, President

¥

. 601 LINCOLN WAY AUBURN, CALIFORNIA 95603 530/883-5616 FAX 530/885,5854

Email: info@auburnchamber.net www.auburnchamber.net
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ATTACHMENT 5A

CITY OF AUBURN

Community Development Department
1225 LINCOLN WAY » AUBURN, CA 95603 « PHONE (530) 823-4211 « FAX (530) 885-5508

September 14, 2012

Naughty & Nice, 301 Commercial Street and-P.O. Box 4296
California Club, 1580 Lincoln Way, caliclubonline @yahoo.com
Hank Gonzales via email
Caf€ Delicias, 1591 Lincoln Way, Ramirez @cafe-delicias.com -
Mary Belles, 1590 Lincoln Way and P.O. Box 9155, marvbellesrestaurant @yahoo.com
Edelweiss, 111 Sacramento Street
Auburn Blooms, 127 Sacramento Street, auburnblooms @att.net
Old Town Pizza, 150 Sacramento Street, owner @otpizza.net and reese@otpizza. net
Tio Pepe’s, 216 Washington Street -

Distribution via Mail and Email -

Subject: Sign Ordinance Update

Neon and Electronic Window Signs

Dear Business Owners,

This is a follow-up to my letter August 31, 2012 letter. On September 10, 2012 the City Council
held a public hearing to consider the proposed sign ordinance update and the Planning
Commission’s recommendations. On October 8, 2012 the Council will hold a 2nd public hearing

to provide another opportunity for public input.

The Planning Comm1331on decided to recommend allowing neon and electronic window signs in

the historic Old Town District, but limit the number to one such sign per business. Note these
types of signs have not been permitted in the historic Old Town District and no approvals could

be found.

As I discussed in my previous letters this affects your business. After deciding to allow these
type of signs, the Commission considered how to deal with the existing neon/electronic window
signs that exceed the allowable number permitted. You are one of the eight Old Town
businesses having more than one such sign and instead of recommending an amortization
schedule (compliance by a set date) the Commission chose to make these signs-legal non-
conforming. Per Sections 159.197(A) and (C) (see below) a legal non—conforrmng sign can
continue to be used unless one of the following occurs: _

(A)  Continuation of Legal Non-conforming Sign. A legally established sign

that does not conform to the provisions of this chapter may continue to be
used in compliance with Section 159.187, unless the sign is:

Window Signs Businesses 9-14-12.doc



Sign Ordinance Update, Neon & Electronic Window Signs
September 14, 2012; Page 2

(D
@
€©)

(4)

Structurally altered to extend its useful life.

Expanded, moved, or relocated.

Re-established after a business has been discontinued for 60 days
OT more.

Re-established after damage or destruction of more than 50% of
the value of the physical structure of the sign, as determined by the
Director.

(C)  Correction of Non-conformities Required. Approval of any structures on a
site or a change in the land use on a site shall require that all non-
conforming signs on the site be brought into conformity with this chapter.

If you have any questions you can either email me at wwong@auburn.ca.gov, or call e at (530)
823-4211, extension 133. If I am not available you can also contact either Reg Murray
(rmurray @auburn.ca.gov, 823-4211, ext. 140) or Lance Lowe (lowe@auburn.ca. gov, 823-4211,

ext. 103).

Sincerely,

Community Development Director

%M

cc: City Council

Planning Commission

City Manager

Dave Johnson, OTBA President
Linda Robinson, OTBA Past President

Reg Murray
Lance Lowe

Window Signs Businesses 9-14-12.doc
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ATTACHMENT 6A

Action Item

Agenda Itern No.,

: Réport to the ——
Auburn City Council cw% o

The Issue Issue

Should the City Council adopt an Ordinance updating the City’s Sign Ordinance and when
should the Temporary Sign Program end? :

Recommended Motwn {(Approval)

Based upon the Planmng Commission’s recommendation for the Sign Ordinance Update as
modified, staff recommends that the City Council take the followmg actions:

A. By Motion, introduce and hold a first reading, by title only, of an ordinance repealing
Sections 159.185 through 159.207 (entitled Signs), including Appendix B, and adding new
sections of the Auburn Municipal Code thereby updating the sign regulations for the City of
Auburn, which includes the following actions (Attachment 1):

1. Adoption of a Categorical Exemption prepared for the update of the sign ordinance as the
appropriate level of -environmental review in accordance with Section 15304 (Minor
Alterations to Land), Section 15305 {Minor Alterations in the Land Use Limitations) and _

- Section .15311 (Accessory Structures) of the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQA) Guidelines;,

2. Adoption of Fmdmgs of Fact for approval of the sign ordmance update as presented in
the staff report; and :

3. Approval of the sign ordinance update as presented in this staff report.

B. Adopt Resolution thereby continuing to provide the Community Development Director
with authority to utilize prosecutorial discretion in the application of the temporary sign
requnements terminating ninety (90) days following effectuatlon of the Clty s Updated

Sign Ordinance (Attachment 2).
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Mayor and City Council Members September 10, 2012

Background

The City Council will' be considering two items: (1) update of the sign ordinance and (2)
discontinuing the City’s temporary sign program.

On April 11, 2011 the City Council continued the relaxation of temporary signs (banners, A-
frames, balloons) and directed staff to update the sign ordinance (Attachment 3, March 20, 2012

Planning Commission staff report).

On June 25, 2012 the Council considered ending the City’s temporary sign program. Staff had
recommended linking the end of the program to the effective date of the Sign Ordinance Update
plus ninety (90) days. The Council decided to postpone a dec131on on this itém until the Sign
Ordinance Update was before them (Attachment 4, June 25% minutes and staff report). If the
Council adopts the Sign Ordinance Update tonight, has a second reading on September 24 and
decides to end the Temporary S1gn Program as recommended, the program would end on January

21, 2013.

During this time staff has worked with the Planning Commission, business organizations
(Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Business Association, Old Town Business Association and
Highway 49 Business Association) and individual businesses to communicate and explain the
proposed sign ordinance update (Attachment 3). The Planning Commission held six public

meetings on the following dates:

March 20, 2012
April 17,2012
June 5, 2012
June 19, 2012
July 17,2012
August 21, 2012

N R

Update letters were sent to the business organizations (Chamber of Commerce, Downtown
Business Association, Old Town Business Assoc1at10n and Highway 49 Business Association)

on the following dates:

March 27, 2012 update #1
April 24, 2012 update #2
June 8, 2012 update #3
June 26, 2012 update #4

- July 25, 2012 update #5
August 30, 2012 update #6

N

Individual letters were sent to eight Old Town businesses discussing neon and electromc window
signs on the following dates:

1. August 17,2012
2. August 31, 2012

Page 2
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Mayor and City Council Members

September 10, 2012

Analysis

The proposed update to the Sign Ordinance codifies existing procedures and policies, provides
for an npdated legal framework, provides for needed criteria, and recognizes the uniqueness of
Auburn: Following is a description of the major revisions:

1.
2,

3. .

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Section 159.186, Definitions. Update of sign ordinance definitions.

Added graphics as needed. Staff will also be developing an information binder
providing examples of desirable signs. ‘

Section 159.194, Sign Design Criteria. Provides for criteria much of which staff have
been using. '

Section 159.195.(B), Banners/Pennants Signs. Expands the use of banners from only
grand openings for a period of 30 days to allowing banners on an annual basis for a
period of 30 days. A maximum size of 50 square feet was established. The Planning
Commission recommended that no application fee be required with the application.
This would be consistent with existing practice.

Section 159.195.(C), Building Complex Signs. Provides for criteria much of which

staff have been using. ‘

‘Section 159.195.(G), Freestanding Signs. Allows for additional freestanding signs

under certain conditions subject to a Use Permit where the existing code did not.
Changed the maximum height of freestanding signs to be more compatible with the
historic design review districts (10 feet), other parts of the City (15 feet) and
recognized the need for a taller sign along the Highway 49/Elm Commercial Area (25
feet). Finally, the area allowed was revised to be easy to understand and fair. )
Section 159.195.(J), Motor Vehicle Fuel and Service Station Signs. Recognized the
different needs for this type of use and provides for criteria much of which staff have
been using. , '

Section 159.195.(K), Multiple-Family Residential Signs. Provides for criteria much
of which staff have been using.

Section 159.195.(M), Projecting, Overhead, and Suspended Signs. These types of -

signs are only allowed in the Old Town and Downtown design review districts. This
section was proposed to be consistent with the Historic Preservation Architectural
Design Guidelines, which allows such signs subject to the design guidelines.

Section 159.195.(0)(1), Subdivision Signs, Off-Site Subdivision Signs. Provides for

a process and criteria to allow this type of sign. Similar signs have been allowed in

the past subject to a Use Permit.
Section 159.195.(0)(2), Subdivision Signs, On-Site Subdivision Signs. Provides for

criteria much of which staff have been using.

Section 159.195.(P), Temporary Non-Commercial Signs. Legal update for

noncomumercial messages and political signs. ,

Section 159.195.(Q), Under Canopy Signs. Recognizes a type of sign currently used
and provides for criteria. : '

Section 159.195.(S), Window' Signs. Defines a window sign, provides criteria and
allows for a type of window sign (neon, electronic and programmable) in historic Old
Town that is not currently permitted. A more detailed discussion of this item is

provided in the staff report.

Page 3
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Mayor and City Council Members September 10, 2012

15. Section 159.196, Planned Sign Program. Provides for criteria much of which staff
have been using.

On Aungust 21, 2012 the City of Auburn Planning Commission held their 6™ sign ordinance
update meeting (6™ public meeting and first public hearing). The Commission completed their
review and recommended that the City Council adopt the update of the sign ordinance. At the
August 21% meeting the Commission spent a majority of their time discussing two topics:

1. Neon or electronic window signs in the historic Old Town District.
2. Programmable window signs in the historic Old Town District.

The Commission. decided to recommend allowing neon, electronic and programmable window
signs in the historic Old Town District, but limit the number to one such sign per business. Eight
Old Town businesses (Attachment 5) have more than one such sign and ipstead of
recommending an amoitization schedule (compliance by a set date) the Commission chose to
make these signs legal non-conforming. Per Sections 159.197(A) and (C) (see below) a legal
non-conforming sign can continue to be used unless one of the following occurs:

(A)  Continuation of Legal Non-conforming Sign. A legally established sign
that does not conform to the provisions of this chapter may continue to be
used in compliance with Section 159,187, unless the sign is: -

(1) Structurally altered to extend its useful life.

(2) Expanded, moved, or relocated.

(3) Re-established after a busmess has been discontinued for 60 days
Or more.

(4) Re-established after damage or destruction of more than 50% of
the value of the physical structure of the sign, as determined by the

Director.

(C)y  Correction of Non-conformities Required. Approval of any structures on a
site or a change in the land use on a site shall require that all non-
conforming signs on the site be brought into conformity with this chapter.

~ All final votes by the Commission that resulted in a recommendation were unanimous (5-0),
except for the 3-2 vote recommending approval of a Programmable Window Sign, which is an
electronic window sign that transitions (moves) not more than once every thirty (30) seconds.
After further discussion the Commission by a 5-0 vote recommended a change to the definition
of a Programmable Window Sign if staff and the City Attorney are able to develop a more
narrow definition that would limit such signs to televisions, computer ‘monitors and digital .
picture frames. Staff was able to develop a definition that meets the Commission’s request and
following definition for a Programmable Window Sign has been included in the proposed

ordinance:

PROGRAMMABLE WINDOW SIGN. An électronic visual display, such as a
computer monjtor, television screen, or digital photo frame, which displays a
static image or message for at least 30 seconds without changing, located within
247 of the surface of a window with the message intended to be visible to and

~ Page4
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Mayor and City Council Members:

September 10, 2012

readable from the public way or from adjoining property. A programmable
window sign with a message more than once every thirty (30) seconds shall be
considered an “Animated Sign”. C

Alternatives Available to Council; Implications of Alternatives

1. Adopt the Ordinance amending various sections of the Aubum Municipal Code as
' presented, or as amended by the City Council. _

2. Do pot adopt the Ordinance amending various sections of the Auburn Municipal Code and
provide further direction to staff.

Fiscal Impacts

Community Development staff prepared the draft- ordmance in consultation with the City

Attorney.

Additional Information

Attachment 1 —

Attachment 2 -

Attachment 3 —

Attachment 4 —

Attachment 5 —

Ordinance repealing Sections 159 185 through 159.207 (entitled Signs), including
Appendix B, and adding new sections of the Auburn Municipal Code thereby

updating the sign regulations.

Resolution for temporary sign program terminating ninety (90) days following _

effectuation of the City’s Updated Sign Ordinance.
Background Binder with the following information:

SECTION 1
1. August 17, 2012 Correspondence to Business Owners in Old Town

2. Angust 31,2012 Correspondence to Business Owners in Old Town
SECTION 2
March 27, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence
April 24, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #2
June 8, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #3
June 26, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #4
July 25, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #5
Aungust 30, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #6
SECTION 3, March 20, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance Workshop
SECTION 4, April 17, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance Workshop #2
SECTION 5, June 5, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance Workshop #3
SECTION 6, June 19, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance Workshop #4
SECTION 7, July 17, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance Workshop #5
SECTION 8, August 21, 2012 Planning Commission’s hearing on Sign Ordinance
June 25, 2012 Council minutes and staff report reconsidering the City’s temporary

sign program.

N

~July 2, 2012 Sign Inventory Historic District of Oldtown Design Review District

Neon and Electfonic Window Signs.

Page 3
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ATTACHMENT 1

ORDINANCE NO. 12-_

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN REPEALING
SECTIONS 159.185 THROUGH 159.207 (SIGNS), INCLUDING APPENDIX B AND
ADDING NEW SECTIONS OF THE AUBURN MUNICIPAL CODE THEREBY '
UPDATING THE SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF AUBURN.

T T e e e o ol e o e o o ot e ey e B O S o o e e e e, e

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUBURN DOES 'ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

A.  The City Council held a public hearing on September 10, 2012, to
consider repealing Sections 159.185 through 159.207, including Appendix B
and adding new sections of the Auburn Municipal Code thereby establishing
new sign regulations in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated. herein by

reference;

- B. ‘The City Council has considered all of the evidence submitted into

the administrative record which ihcludes, but is not limited to:
1.  Planning Commission Staff Reports prepared by the

Community Development Department for the following meetings: March 20,
2012, April 17, 2012, June 5, 2012, June 19, 2012, July 17, 2012 and: August

21, 2012
2. Planning Commnssnon recommendation at the August 21

2012, Planning Commission hearlng,
3. Staff update letters to business organizations and other]

bus-inesse,s; _
4. Staff report prepared by the Communlty Development‘

Department for the September 10, 2012 City Council meeting;
5. Categorical Exemptlon prepared by City Community

Development Department; _ ‘ _ _
6. Staff presentation at the public hearing held on August 21,

2012;

T I - 13J3
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to safeguard l'if,e, health, property and the public welfare, and to preserve the

'nelghborhoods open views and vistas and property values by prohibiting any_

7. Public comments wrltten and oral, submitted at or prior to

the pUbliC hearing;
8. Al related documents submitted at or prior to the public

hearing;
9.  The City of Auburn General Plan, Zoning Ordmance and all

other applicable regulations and codes;

C. The City Council Findings of Fact for this Ordinance are:

1. The purpose of this chapter is to p'rovide minimum standards

unigue character of the City of Auburn by establishing minimum standards and
regulations for the size, height, design, quality of materials, construction,
location, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign structures in

order to accomplish the following resuits:

a. To promote and maintain healthy commercial centers
and property values for effective communication as to the nature of goods and|

services available while avoiding wasteful, ugly and unsightly competition in

signs; -
b. To protect and enhance the character or residential

mcompatlble sign;
' C. To encourage s:gns which are well designed and

pleasmg in appearance and to provide incentives ‘and latitude for variety,
appropriate design in accordance with civic design controls, including proper
spacing and location and to provide a reasonably and comprehensive system
of control over signs, integrated within a part of the general plannmg program

and zoning provisions;

111887.1
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|reflected by the following statement: “The city acknowledges the need for

- d. To attract and direct persons to various activities anc

enterprises in order to provide for the maximum public convenience:
e. To enhance the economic value of the entire

community through the regulation of the size, locatlon design and illumination

of all-signs; and,
f. To effectuate the paramount intent of the City, as

business signs, and they can be attractive and add to the city setting. The
goal of the city is to have signs- which are reasonable in size, height and
number and signs which have attractive design,' with' a biend of colors and
materials and location on the building or site which compliments the business

and the community.”

2. Due to the unique character of the Oldtown and Downtown
areas of Auburn, special considerations, designs, and standards should apply to
signs that are placed on both private and public property in those areas. Thd
City Council wishes to protect the historical and aesthetic virtues of those areas

of the City, and preserve as much as poss:ble the unique character of each.

D. In view of all of the evidence in the record and based on the
foregoing findings, the City of Auburn City Council further finds the foilowing:
| 1. Al documents and materials relating to the proceedings fon
the Sign Ordinance update are maintained in the City of Auburn Community
Deve!opment Department; 1225 Lincoln Way, Room 3; Auburn, CA 95603;

E. In view of all of the evidence and based on the foregoihg findings,
the City of Auburn City. Council hereby adopté a Categorical Exemption |
prepared for the .sign ordinance update in accordance with Section 15304
(Minor Alterations to Land), Section 15305 (Minor Alterations in the Land Use

111887.1 : — ) ‘ - _ , 135
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Auburn Municipal Code in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Limitations) and Section 15311 (Accessory Structures) of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines;

Section One: Chapter 159.185 through 159.199 is hereby added to the

Section Two: This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days following its

adoption as provided by Government Code Section 36937.

Section Three: The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption
of this Ordinance and shall give notice of its adoption as required by law.
Pursuant to Government ‘Code Section 36933, a summary of this Ordinance

may be published and posted in lieu of publication and posting of the entire

text.

Section Four: Should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or
word of this Ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any court of
competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the

remaining provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words of thig

Section Five: To the extent the provisions of the Auburn Municipal

Code as amended by this Ordinance are substantially the same as the
provisions of that Code as it read 'pi'ior to the adoption of this Ordinance, those

provisions shall be construed as continuations of the prior provisions and not

as new enactments.

DATED:  September 10, 2012

.Kevin Hanley, Mayor

111887.1
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ATTEST:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk

I, Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk of the City of Auburn, hereby certify
that the foregoing ordinance was duly passed at a regular meeting of the City
Council of the City of Auburn held on the 10" day of September, 2012 by the -

following vote on roll call: ‘

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk

sert | . . , o 1 3‘7
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EXHIBIT A

ORDINANCE NO. 12-

" AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AUBURN REPEALING THE CITY’S SIGN

REGULATIONS CONTAINED IN SECTIONS 159.185 THROUGH 159.207 INCLUDING
APPENDIX B AND ADDING NEW SECTIONS OF THE AUBURN MUNICIPAL CODE
ESTABLISH_[N G NEW SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF AUBURN

155.185
159.186
159.187
159.188
159.189
159.190
159.191
159.192
159.193
159.194
159.195
159.196
159.197
159.198
159.199

CHAPTER 159: SIGNS

Purpose

Definitions

General Provisions

Sign Permits Required

Permitted Signs

Exempt From Sign Permit Requuements
Prohibited Signs

Temporary Special Permits

Sign Standards .

Sign Design Criteria

Sign Types

Planned Sign Program

Non-Conforming Signs

Removal of Illegally Installed or Unsafe Signs
Public Nuisance, Abatement and Violation -



§ 159.185 PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life, health,
property and the public welfare, and to preserve the unique character of the City of Auburn by
establishing minimum standards and regulations for the size, height, design, quality of materials,
construction, location, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign structures in order to

accomplish the following results:

(A) To promote and maintain healthy commercial centers and property values for
effective communication as to the nature of goods and services available while avoiding

wasteful, ugly and unsightly compet1t10n in signs;

B) To protect and enhance the character of residential neighborhoods, open views -

and vistas and property values by prohibiting any incompatible sign;

(C) - To encourage signs which are well designed and pleasing in appearance and to
provide incentives and latitude for variety, appropriate design in accordance with civic design
controls, including proper spacing and location, and to provide a reasonable and comprehensive
system of control over signs, integrated within a part of the general planning program and zoning

provisions;

(D) To recognize and promote signs which reflect the character of the different

districts and communities throughout the community;

(BE) To attract and direct persons to various activities and enterprises in order to
provide for the maximum public convenience;

(F) . To enhance the economic value of the entire community through the regulation of
the size, location, design and illumination of all signs; and,

(G) To effectuate the paramount intent of the Clty, as reﬂected by the following
statement: “The city acknowledges the need for business signs, and they can be attractive and
add to the city settmg The goal of the city is to have signs which are reasonable in size, height
and number and signs which have attractive design, with a blend of colors and materials and
location on the building or site which compliments the business and the community.”

§ 159.186 DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following definitionis shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

A-FRAME SIGN. A sign with two or more pieces of any rigid material, joined at the
top so as to form an “A” when viewed in profile, which is not permanently affixed to the
ground or a building, and which is otherwise consistent with the definition of a sign.
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ABANDONED SIGN. A sign that advertises or otherwise identifies a business or
activity which has been discontinued on the premises for a period of sixty (60) days or more.

ANIMATED SIGN. - A sign employing actual motion or the ﬂlusion of motion,
Animated signs include the following: :

1.

Electrically activated. Animated signs producing the illusion of movement by
means of electronic, electrical or electro-mechanical input and/or illumination
capable of simulating movement through employment of the characteristics of one
or both of the classifications noted below:

a.  Flashing. Animated signs or animated portions of signs whose illumination is
characterized by a repetitive cycle in which the period of illumination is either
the same as or less than the period of non-illumination.

b.  Patterned illusionary movement. Animated signs or animated portions of
signs whose illumination is characterized by simulated movement through
alternate or sequential activation of various illuminated elements for the
purpose of producing repetitive light patterns designed to appear in some form
of constant motion.

Environmentally activated. Animated signs or devices motivated by wind, thermal

changes or other natural environmental input. Includes spinners, pinwheels,

pennant strings, and/or other devices or displays that respond to naturally occurring
external motivation.

Mechanically activated. Animated signs characterized by repetitive motion and/or

rotation activated by a mechanical system powered by electric motors or other

. mechanically induced means.

AWNING. Any movable or fixed structure attached to a building and projecting over a
thoroughfare or sidewalk. :

AWNING SIGN. A sign disjﬁlayed on or attached flat against the surface or surfaces of
an awning

BALLOON. A bag that is filled with heated air or a gas hghter than air so as to rise and
float in the atmosphere.

BANNER. A temporary sign constructed of a strip of cloth, paper, plastic, or other
flexible material upon which copy is written and which is supported between poles or sticks
or fastened to buildings or other structures.

BILLBOARD. A permanent sign in a fixed location which meets any one or more of the
following criteria:

I.
2.
- 3.

An off-site outdoor advertlsmg sign on which space is leased or rented.

It is used, in whole or in part, for the display of off-site commercial messages.

It constitutes principal, separate or secondary use, as opposed to an accessory,
ancillary or appurtenant use, of the parcel on which it is located.



4. An outdoor sign used as advertising for hire or general advertising, which display
space is made available to parties other than the owner of the sign or the property

on which it is placed.

BUILDING COMPLEX. A development of two or more commercial buildings,
tenants, or uses, intended to function in a joint manner, regardless of sequence of build-out,
Characteristics of a building complex may include, but are not limited to, shared parking
facilities, reciprocal access, and common building design. A building complex may include
multiple tenants or owners, freestanding pad buildings, and may be situated on one or more

lots or parcels.

BUILDING FRONTAGE. Building frontage shall be defined as the building facade
that abuts a public street, private street, parking lot driveway or parking spaces in which main
public access is provided to the establishment,

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The City of Auburn Building Official.
BUILDING WALL. The vertical face of the building,

CABINET SIGN. A permanent sign that is mounted on the face of a building that is
roughly rectangular in shape and provides for internal illumination and changing the message
of the sign by replacing a single transparent or translucent material such as a Plexiglas/lexan

face. Also known as a can sign or boxed cabinet sign.

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE. The latest edition of the California Building Code.
CAN OPY. An omamental roof-like structure. . |

CAN SIGN. See Cabinet Sign.

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN. A sign with characters, letters, or illustrations that can
be changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. A sign on
which the message changes more than once per day shall be considered an animated sign and
not a changeable copy sign for the purposes of this chapter.

CITY COUNCIL. The City Council of the City of Auburn.

CLEAR VISION TRIANGLE. The required clear cross-visibility area unobstructed by
any sign structure between 36 inches and 7 feet above the surface of the public sidewalk as

follows: .

1. At any corner formed by the intersection of a driveway/alley, the cross-visibility
area shall be a triangle having two sides 15 feet long and running along the
driveway/alley edge and cwrb line of sireet, said length beginning at their
intersection and the third side formed by a line connecting the two ends.
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2. At any comer formed by the intersecting streets, the cross-visibility area shall be a
triangle having two sides 35-feet long and running along each curb line, said length
beginning at their intersection and the third side formed by a line connecting the

two ends.
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COMMERCIAL MESSAGE. Any 51gn wordmg, logo or other representation that
names or advertises a business, product, service or other commercial activity.

COMMISSION. The City of Auburn Planning Commission or Clty of Auburn Historic
Design Review Commission as the reference may dictate.

COMN[UNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT. City of Auburn Community
Development Department, which for the purposes of this chapter, shall be synonymous with

the Director as deﬁned below.

| COMMUNITY DIRECTIONAL SIGN. An off-site sign on private property informing
of the location of a commmuty service organization, public facility or church.

DEPARTMENT. See Community Development Department above

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. An on-site sign designed to guide vehicular or pedestrian
traffic that does not promote or advertise a business, property or product.

DIRECTOR. The Community Development Director or designee

DIRECTORY SIGN. A sign WhJCh provides sign area for more than one occupant and
whxch may be freestanding or attached to a building wall.
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'DISPLAY SURFACE. The surface of the sign upon or against which the message is
d1splayed or illustrated on the sign. .

_ DOUBLE_—FACED SIGN. A sign designed to be viewed from two directions, and the
faces are either parallel or at an angle not to exceed forty-five degrees (45°). Signs greater
than forty-five degrees (45°) shall be considered separate signs.

FLAG. The term “sign” shall not include the flag of the United States of America or the
state, nor any support frame or standard which is used exclusively for the display of any such

flag.

FLASHING SIGN. An illuminated sign in which the artificial light is not maintained in
a stationary or constant intensity and which is visible from the outside.

FREESTANDING SIGN. A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, poles or
braces or attached to a fence, planter wall, retaining wall or other structure not an integral

part of any building upon the premises.

FREEWAY. - A ‘highway to which the owners of abutting lands have no right of
easement or access or to which owners have only limited or resfricted rights of easement or
access and which is declared to be in compliance with the Streets and Highways Code of the

state,

GRAPHIC. A representation of an iject drawn upon a two-dimensional surface.

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION. The approving authority for pfoj ects
located within the Historic Design Review District.

HOME OCCUPATION SIGN. A sign located at a residence advertising a business,
profession, or occupation conducted in the residence or by persons residing in the residence.

~ ILLUMINATED SIGN. A sign characterized by the use of artificial light, either
projecting through its surface(s) (internally illuminated); or reflecting off its surface(s)

(externally illuminated).

MANSARD SIGN. A sign which 1s attached to a mansard style roof with the face
parallel to the structure to which it is attached. A mansard sign shall be considered a wall

sign.

MENU BOARD. A free:standing sign oriented to the drive-through lane for a restaurant
that advertises the menu items available from-the drive-through window, and which has not
- more than 20% of the total area for such a sign utilized for business identification.

MONUMENT SIGN. A freestanding sign with a solid or decorative base.
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MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SIGNS. Signs intended to identify a multi-family
residential development (e.g. apartments). ' :

MURAL. A scene painted or otherwise affixed on and made an integral part of a wall
surface. . : :

- NEON SIGN. A sign using heon gas for illumination and composed of numerous letters
or parfs. :

NONCOMMERCIAL MESSAGE. A message which is not commercial in nature.
Such messages typically relate to debatable matters of public concern, such as, by way of
example and not limitation, advocacy on politics, religion, arts, science, philosophy,-
commentary on governmental policy, etc. '

OFF-PREMISE SIGN. Any sign which advertises goods sold, manufactured or
produced or services or uses rendered not at the location where the sign is placed. '

ON-PREMISE SIGN. Any sign which advertises goods sold, manufactured or

produced or services or uses rendered at the location where the sign is placed.

PENNANT. Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not containing
a message of any kind, attached to a rope, wire or string, usually in series, designed to move

in the wind and attract attention.

PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM. Coordinated sign criteria established for a building
complex.

PLANNING COMMISSION. The Planning Commission of the City.

PORTABLE SIGN. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or to a building or
building surface.

PROGRAMMABLE WINDOW SIGN. An electronic visual display, such as a
computer monitor, television screen, or digital photo frame, which displays a static image or
message for at least 30 seconds without changing, located within 24” of the surface of a
window with the message intended to be visible to and readable from the public way or from
adjoining property. A programmable window sign with a message more than once every
thirty (30) seconds shall be considered an “Animated Sign”.

PROJECTING SIGN. A sign other than a wall sign which projects from and is
supported by a wall or roof of a building, structure or sign structure.

RACEWAY. A channel box that holds sign letters in place and houses the electrical
wiring of a sign ' '



'REAL ESTATE SIGN. A sign placed upon real property to advertise that the property
upon which the sign is placed, or any piece or parcel thereof, or any interest therein, is for

sale, exchange, lease or rent.

ROOF SIGN. A sign and/or structure’ erected upon a roof, canopy or parapet of a
bmldmg or structure.

SANDWICH SIGN. See “A-Frame” sign.

. SEASONAL SIGN. Signs which are displayed on-site in'conjunction with an approval
of a seasonal event such as pumpkin patches, Christmas tree lots and firework displays

SIGN. Every 'sign, billboard, freestandmg 31g11, portable freestanding SIgn, wall sign,
roof sign, illuminated sign, painted sign, mural, projecting sign, temporary sign and street
clock and shall include any announcement, declaration, demonstration, display, illustration or
insignia used to advertise or promote the interest of any person when the same is placed so
that it is clearly visible to the general public from an out-of-doors position.

SIGN AREA. The area of a sign determined by circumscribing the exterior lnmts of the
perimeter of one side of the sign.

SIGN COPY. The particular lettering or graphics used to identify the business.

'SIGN STRUCTURE. The supports, uprights, braces and framework of a sign.

STREET. Any street, alleyway, place or thoroughfare.

STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed, any edifice or building or any kind or
any piece of work artificially built up or composed or parts joined together with ‘some

definite manner.

TEMPORARY SIGN. A sign intended to display either commercial or noncommercial
messages of a transitory or temporary nature. Portable signs or any 31g11 not permanently
embedded in the ground, or not permanently affixed to a building sign structure that is
permanently embedded in the ground, are considered temporary

TENTANT INFORMATION SIGN. A sign used to identify the occupant’s name and
address.,

TRADE CONSTRUCTION SIGN. A sign advertmg various construction trades on any
construction site. The sign shall not be installed prior to construction and shall be removed

before a certificate of occupancy is issued.

UNDER CAN OPY SIGN. A sign attached to the underside of a canopy or marquee,
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USE. A purpose or activity, for which the land or building is designed, arranged or
intended or for which is occupied or maintained to function as a separate unit. :

' VEHICLE/TRAILER MOUNTED SIGN. A sign mounted on a vehicle or trailer that
is used for general advertising or advertising for hire. A vehicle which advertises the

company of its primary use is not considered a vehicle mounted sign.

WALL SIGN. A sign that is in any manner affixed to any exterior wall of a building or
structure’ and that projects not more than one foot from the building or structure wall,
including signs affixed to architectural projections from a building.

WINDOW SIGN. A sign or device affixed or applied to, or located within 24” of, the
surface of a window with its message intended to be visible to and readable from the public

way or from adjoining property.

§159.187 GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(A)  Signs shall only be erected or maintained in compliance with this chapter. The
number and area of signs as outlined in this chapter are intended to be maximum standards,
which do not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. - The review authority shall consider
a sign's relatxonshlp to the overall appearance and scale of the site, buildings and the surrounding
community, in addition to the standards of this chapter. :

(B) It is unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, display or alter or cause to be
constructed, maintained, displayed or altered, a sign within the city of Auburn except in

conformance with this chapter

(C)  The city's sign design criteria (Section 159.194) will be used in the evaluation of
sign permit applications to ensure ‘that signs meet the standards set forth in this chapter and as
much as possible accomplish the purposes descnbed above (Section 159.185)

(D) Noncommercial Sign. Noncommerclal sign copy is allowed wherever commercial
signage is permitted and such signs are subject to the same standards and total maximum
allowarces per site, building, or each demgn type specified in this chapter. An approval is
required for a permanent noncommercial sign only when a permanent commercial sign has not
been previously approved. For purposes of this chapter, all noncommercial speech messages
shall be deemed to be "on-site” regardless of location. _

(E)  Substitution of Noncommercial Message. Subject to the consent of the property
owner, a noncommercial message of any type may be substituted for all or part of the
commercial or noncommercial message on any sign allowed pursuant to this chapter. Design
criteria which may apply to commercial signs shall not apply to noncommercial signs, including,
the following: color, lettering style, and compatibility with other signs on the same parcel or
other signs subject to a sign program. No special or additional approval is required to substitute
a noncommercial message for any other message on an allowable sign, provided the sign
structure is already approved or exempt from the approval requirement. When a noncommercial



message is substituted for any other message, the sign is still subject to the same locational and
structural regulations, such as size, height, illumination, maintenance, duration of display,
building and electrical code requirements, as would apply if the sign were used to display a
commercial message or some other noncommercial message. In the event of any perceived or
actual conflict between the general provisions of this subsection and other spec1ﬁc provisions in
this chapter, the provisions of this subsection shall prevail.

F)  Substitution of Commercial Messages. The substitution of one commercial
message for another commercial message shall be subject to all applicable standards contained in
this ordinance. The substitution of a commercial message for a noncommercial message shall
also be subject to the regulations in this ordinance. In addition, no off-site commercial messages

may be substituted for on-site commercial messages.

(G)  Severability Clause. Should any provision of this chapter or a subsequent
amendment thereto be held by a court of competent Junsdlctlon to be either invalid, void or
unenforceable, the remaining provisions of this title shall remain in full force and effect.

§159.188 SIGN PERMITS REQUIRED.

(A)  Signs shall only be constructed, dlsplayed or altered after sign permit approval by
the review authority.

A (B) It shall be unlawful for any person to pdst a sign or notice of any kind upon any
property without the consent of the owner; excepting there from, public officers or employees in
the performance of a public duty, or a private person giving legal notice. :

(C) A Planned Sign Program as identified in §159.195 must have sign pemnt
approval by the review authonty

(D)  Signs in the Historic Design Review District shall be approved subject to the
provisions of §159.490 et seq. and §159.114(B)(e) of the Auburn Municipal Code.

(E)  Application Filing. Sign permit applications shall be filed on the forms provided
by the department and shall include all information required therein.

(F)  Fee. Sign permit applications shall also be accompanied by the required filing
fee. Fees shall be established pursuant to a resolution of the Council.

(G)  Review and Decision.

(1)  The Director shall have the authority to approve, modify, or disapprove
sign permit applications and planned sign programs.

(2)  Sign Exception. The Director may approve a Sign Exception to deviate
from the sign standards specified in this chapter if there are unique
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circumstances or conditions which apply to the buildings, land, signs, or

uses. Examples of potential circumstances include:

a) Wall sign area may be transferred from one wall fagade to another
in unique circumstances provided the total square footage of the
wall signage complies with this chapter.

b) The new sign is more conforming in area and/or height than the
existing sign.

c) The new sign is in keeping with the historic value of the original
sign.

d) Increase the total allowable area of a banner 51gn consistent with
Section 159.194(B).

"(H) Appeals.

(D

Appeal of the Director’s determination. Any person may appeal a
decision of the Director pursuant to Chapter 162 of this Municipal Code.
Projects located within the Historic Design Review District shall be
appealed to the Historic Design Review Commission. All other actions
shall be appealed to the Planning Commission.

Appeal of Commission decision. Any person may appeal a decision of the

@
Planning Commission or the Historic Design Review Commission to the
City Council pursuant to Chapter 162 of this Municipal Code.
48] Business License Requirements.
(1) - A sign permit shall be submitted and approved prior to the issuance of a
business license if a sign is proposed for the business.
(2) Notification of the permit requirements shall be included in the business

license application.

§ 159.189 PERMITTED SIGNS.

(A)  The following sign types shall be allowed subject to approval of a permit in
accordance with Section 159.188 and the standards identified in Section 159.194.

1)
2)
()
)

)

(6)
)
®
®

“A” frame or sandwich signs
Automobile sales signs
Banner/pennant signs
Building complex signs

. Community directional signs

Directional signs
Directory signs .
Freestanding signs
Menu/order board signs



(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
- (18)

Motor vehicle fuel signs

Multi-family residential signs
Programmable Window Signs

Projecting, overhead, and suspended signs
Subdivision signs

Undercanopy signs

Wall signs

Window signs
Murals, graphics, time and temperature, and barber poles, as reviewed on

- an individual basis

§159.190  EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

(A) The followmg signs are allowed without a sign permit provided that they comply
with Section 159.192 and Section” 159.194 of this chapter, and obtain any required Building

Permit.

(D

@)

(3)
“)
(5)
Q)
(7
)
®
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14

(15)

(16)

17)
(18)

Government Signs. Signs for traffic, safety, street identification,
government services, emergency services, historical locations, interpretive
and wayfinding signs, city-sponsored events, or as authorized by City

Council.

Required Signs. Official notices requlred by law, a court, or other

government agency.
Temporary non-commercial signs

Signs for utility facilities and buildings.

Signs for public telephones.

Real estate signs.

Signs advertising a garage or yard sale.

Seasonal signs.

Signs on public transportation vehicles.

Signs on company vehicles.

Tenant information sign.

Trade construction signs.

Address numbers not exceeding 12 inches in height.

Official flags of national, state, or local governments, or natlonally
recognized fraternal, public service, or religious organizations.
[lumination, patterns, pictures, and/or symbols approved as architectural
orpamentation or decoration by the appropriate review authority.
Historical plaques, memorials, building cornerstones, and date-constructed
stones; provided, that none of these exceed four square feet in area.

Signs created by landscaping (e.g. all of the letters and/or Symbols are
composed entirely of approved landscape elements).

Small, temporary signs, otherwise in compliance with the duration,
number, and size requlrements ‘of this chapter, that address non-

commercial issues.
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(19)

Signs and structures located within the right-of-way which, by tradition or
designation, are used for the purpose of communication by the general
public. Such structures shall include kiosks, bulletin boards, benches npon
which advertisement is authorized, and newspaper racks, provided that
such structures shall have either been placed in the right-of-way by the
city or received approval from the city.

§ 159.191 PROHIBITED SIGNS.

(A)  All signs not expressly allowed by this chapter shall be prohibited. Examples of
prohibited signs include the following:

ey
)
3)

“)

()
(6)
@®

)
(10)
(1)

(12)

Abandoned signs.

Banner signs used as permanent signs.

Animated, movmg, flashing, blmlang, reflecting, revolvmg or any other
similar moving or simulated movmg signs. .

Flying, inflatable, or tethered signs or devices, such as blimps, balloons,
kites, pennants, streamers and flags, designed to be kept aloft by
mechanical, wind, chemical, or hot air means; except in conjunction with
an athletic event, carnival, circus, or fair, or as otherwise authorized by

this chapter.
Home occupatlon signs.

ff—premlse signs (except as permitted by §159. 195 (L).
Roof signs, including signs painted on the roof.
Signs that simulate in color, size, or design, any traffic control sign or
signal, or that make use of characters, symbols, or words in a manner that-
interferes with, misleads, or confuses pedestrian or vehicular traffic.
Signs with reflective materials.
Signs on public property or in a public nght-of-way, except as otherwise
authorized by this chapter. '
Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached to trees,
poles (including utility and street name), stakes electncal transformers or
other accessory structures.
Temporary Vehicle Mounted or Trailer-Mounted Signs.  Vehicles
displaying signs may not be parked for the primary purpose of commercial
advertising. Vehicles may not be used as mounting or holding devices for
commercial signs. Signs on vehicles are allowed, without sign permits,
only when the copy or message (i) relates only to the business or

 establishment of which the vehicle itself is a part; (ii) pertains to the sale,

rent, lease or hire of such vehicle; or (iii) is 2 noncommercial message,

§ 159.192 TEMPORARY SPECIAL PERMITS.

(A)  The Director may grant a temporary spec1a1 permit, with conditions as deemed
necessary, for signs advertlsmg or pertaining to any civic, patriotic or special event of general
public interest taking place within the city when the Director determines that the signs will not be



- materially detrimental to the public welfare, interest or safety, nor injurious to édj acent property
or improvements,

(B)  The City Council may also establish temporary interim sign criteria from time to
time in response to unique and/or special circumstances that may arise in the city, or portions
thereof. The interim criteria must be adopted by resolution of the Council and only after
determining that the interim sign regulations are necessary and will not be materially detrimental
to the public welfare, interest or safety, or injurious to the adjacent property or improvements.
Temporary special sign permits must be obtained from the Director prior to the erection and/or
installation of any permitted temporary signs which may only be granted in strict compliance
with any specific conditions and time limitations contained therein.

§ 159.193 SIGN STANDARDS.

(4)  Sign Area, Height, Size, Location, Setback. Sign standards such as area, height,
size, location, and setback requ]rements for each type of sign shall comply with the standards of

this section.

(BY  Method of measuring of sign area and height. The area and height of signs shall
~ be measured as provided by this section.

(1} Sign Area - Freestanding Sign. The sign area includes the display face
and other communicative elements of the sign. It does not include

embellishments such as a monument base, pole covers, framing or -

decorative roofing, provided that there is no advertising copy on or
attached to such embellishments. If the freestanding sign is double faced,
only one face is used to calculate sign area. If the freestanding sign has
more than two faces, only one s1de of each face is used to calculate the

sign area.

(2)  Sign Area — Wall Sign. The sign area includes the total area of the sign,
including all structures framing the sign, such as background
embellishments or the area contained within a rectangle or square drawn
completely around the display surface, or drawn completely around the
individual letters or logos. :
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(3)  Sign Height — Freestanding Sign. Sign height shall be measured as the
vertical distance from grade adjacent to the base of the sign footing, to the
top of the sign, including the support structure and any design elements.
An artifical grade shall not be used to calculate sign height if the artificial
grade was established for the sole purpose of elevating the grade adjacent
to the base of the sign footing for purposes of sign measurement.

§ 159.194 SIGN DESIGN CRITERIA.

Each sign in the cify shall comply with the following requirements as well as the
applicable provisions of any adopted Planned Sign Program. Signs located in the Auburn
Historic District(s) are also subJect to the City of Auburn Historic Preservation Archztectural

Design Guidelines.

(A)  Relationship to Structures. Building wall and fascia signs shall be compatible
with the predominant visual elements of the structure(s), including construction materials, color,
or other design features consistent with §159.194. Building complexes and other similar
facilities shall be required to develop a sign program in compliance with the provisions of this



chapter, and shall provide a compatible visual design common in theme to all applicable
structures and uses.

(B)  Relationship to Other Signs. Where there is more than one sign on a site or
building, all permanent signs displaying a commercial message shall have designs that similarly
‘treat or incorporate the following design elements:

(1)  Letter size and style of copy;’
) Shape of total sign and related components:
a) Type of construction materials,
b) Sign/letter color and style of copy,
c) Method used for supporting sign (i.e. wall or ground base),
d) Type of illumination, and
e} Location.

(©)  Sign Hlumination. 1llumination from or upoﬂ any sign shall be shaded, shielded,
directed or reduced so as to minimize light spillage onto the public right-of-way or adjacent
properties. Externally illuminated signs shall be lighted by screened or hidden light sources.

(B)  Materials and Colors. All permanent signs shall be constructed of durable
materials, which are compatible in kind or appearance to the building supporting or identified by
the sign. Such materials may include, but are not limited to ceramic tile, sand blasted, hand
carved or routed wood, channel lettering, concrete, stucco or stone monument signs with
recessed ‘or raised lettering. Sign colors and materials should be selected to be compatible with
the existing building designs and should contribute to legibility and design integrity.

(B)  Construction and Maintenance. Every sign including all parts, portions and
materials thereof, shall be manufactured, assembled and erected in compliance with all
applicable state, federal and city regulations, and shall be maintained and kept in good repair.
The display surface of all signs shall be kept clean, neatly painted and free from rust, cracking,
peeling, corrosion or other states of disrepair. The premises around the sign shall be maintained
by the owner and kept clear of all obnoxious substances, rubbish and weeds. . All temporary
signs, banners and balloons shall be constructed and mounted in such a manner that they shall
not rip, shred, tear or blow away by exposure to normal weather conditions.

(¥)  Relationship to Streets/Public Rights-of-Way. Signs shall be designed and located
to not obstruct any pedestrian, bicyclist, or driver's view of the public right-of-way.

(1) No sign shall be located in or project into the present or future right-of-
way of any public street unless specifically authorized by other provisions
of this section.’ -

(2)  No sign shall interfere with the sight distance of motorists and cyclists
proceeding on or approaching adjacent streets, alleys, driveways, or
parking area(s), or of pedestrians proceeding on or approaching adjacent
sidewalks or pedestrian ways as determined by the city engineer,
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(3) No sign suspended over or projecting into the area above a driveway
located on private property shall be situated at a helght of less than 15 feet
7 above the surface of the driveway.
(4)  Signs suspended over, or projecting into, the area above a pedestrian way
shall be situated at a height above ground level consistent with the
requirements of the California Building Code.

(G)  Screening. To minimize the visual mass and projection of the sign, all electrical
transformer boxes and raceways shall be concealed from the public right-of-way and adjacent
properties. If a raceway cannot be mounted internally-behind a finished exterior wall, the
exposed metal surfaces of the raceway shall be finished to match the background wall, or

. integrated into the overall design of the sign. All exposed conduit shall be concealed from public

view.
§ 159.195 SIGN TY]_’ES
(A) AUTOiMOBILE SALES PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE.

Special promotional signage consisting of bunting, banners, flags, posters,
pennants, ribbons, streamers and similar articles shall be permitted in association with-
commercial automobile sales only, subject to the following conditions:

¢ The signage shall only be permitted on commercially zoned properties.

2 The signage shall be instailed totally on the property at which the event is
being conducted.

(3)  Balloons over 14 inches in d1ameter and other inflatable dewces shall be

prohibited.
(4). Balloons under 14 inches in dlameter may be used on weekends and

holidays only.

(5} No part of the promotional signage (banners, flags, balloons and the like)

~ shall exceed the maximum height of the building on the site.

(6)  The requirements of- all concerned governmental agencies having
Jjurisdiction by law shall be met, including, but not 11m1ted to the Building
Department Fire Department, and Cal Trans.

(7)  No sign shall be erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

(B) BANNER/PENNANTS SIGNS

(1) Number. Any number, but not exceeding size limit per this section.

(2)  Locatiorn. Banners shall be located on the site of the tenant or use and
shall not be erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

(3)  Size/drea. The maximum size of all banners shall be 50 square feet in -
total. The Director shall have discretion to approve a sign exception to
increase the total allowable area when, due to unique circumstances (e.g. -
the length of a building frontage; the percentage of a building frontage



@
()

covered; the facing or orientation of a building), a larger banner(s) would

be appropriate.
Duration. A banner may be allowed for a period of time not to exceed 30

calendar days per year _
The sign permit application shall include the dates proposed by the

applicant for scheduled banner use.

(C) BUILDING COMPLEX SIGNS.

A building complex shall be considered as a single entity, without regard to
whether it consists of more than one lot or parcel. Each building complex may erect and
maintain signage pursuant to the following: ‘

M
)
)

“)

All signs shall comply with the provisions of this Chapter except as

provided below.

Sign criteria for the building complex shall be established through a

planned sign permit program pursuant to Section 159.196 of this Chapter.

Freestanding Signs. ‘

a) Number. Each building complex may erect and maintain one
' freestanding sign. Additional freestanding signs may be permitted

upon approval of a Use Permit by the Planning Commission if the

building complex has more than one street frontage and/or has an .

individual street frontage that is greater than 300" long with more
than one project entrance.

b) Location: No more than one 81g11 shall be placed on each street,
unless additional signs are approved pursuant to subsection (a)
above. All signs are subject to the requirements of the clear vision
triangle.

c) Area. The maximum allowable sign area shall be 40 square feet.
The maximum sign area may be increased to 60 square feet for a
lot with a street frontage of at least 200 feet. The maximum sign
area may be increased to 80 square feet for a lot with a street
frontage of at least 300 feet. The area of each sign is determined
based on the length of the frontage on which.the sign is placed.

d) Each sign shall utilize a consistent design.

e) The colors and materials of the sign(s) base and or casing/housing
shall be compatlble with the colors and materials of the building
complex.

b Landscapmg Landscaping shall be provided at the base of the
sign pursuant to Section 159.195(G.5).

Wall Szgns

a) . The size of the letters and the spacing shall be balanced for the
tenants within the building complex prowdmg minimum and
maximum letter heights.

b) Signs throughout the building complex shall be consistent in
appearance.
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Directory Signs. As permitted by Chapter 159.195(F).

COMMUNITY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.

(1)  Number. As determined by the Director.
(2) Area. Each community directional sign shall not exceed four square feet
in sign area.
(3) . Location. Off-site community directional signs may only be situated on -
private property and shall not be located within the clear vision triangle.
(4)  The signs shall be crafted, generally made of wood, metal or other natural
hard materials.
DIRECTIONAL SIGNS.
(1) - Number.
a) One directional sign is permitted for each one-way driveway;
b) One directional sign is penmtted for each drive through aisle;
c) One directional sign is permitted for each service or delivery
entrance; and
d) Additional directional signs are perrmtted to satlsfy a health and
safety need.
(2)  Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed four square feet.
(3) Height. The height of the sign, including the base, shall not exceed four
feet from grade to the top of the sign.
(4) Corporate colors may be utilized; however, corporate logos shall not be
applied to the sign.
5) Location. Directional 51gns shall not be located within the clear vision
triangle.
DIRECTORY SIGNS. .
(1)  Number. Each bmldmg with more than two tenants is permitted one
directory sign. Sign may be freestanding or wall mounted.
(2)  Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed 16 square feet.
3) Height. The height of the sign, including the base, shall not exceed six
feet from grade to the top of the sign.
(4)  Location. Directory signs shall not be located within the clear vision

triangle.

FREESTANDING SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

(1)

" Number. Each individual use may erect and maintain one freestanding

sign, regardless of whether a use is conducted on more than one
contiguous parcel. Additional freestanding signs may be permitted upon
approval of a Use Permit by the Planning Commission if the use has more
than one street frontage and/or has an individual street frontage that is
greater than 300’ long with more than one project entrance.
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(4)

)

Location. No more than one sign shall be placed on each street, unless

additional signs are approved pursuant to subsection-(a) above. All signs

are subject to the requirements of the clear vision triangle.

Heigh. : :

a) Citywide. The maximum height shall be 15 feet, except as
otherwise provide by this Chapter.

b) Oldfown and Downtown Historic Design Review Districts. The

maximum height shall be 10 feet. _

c) Highway 49/Elm Commercial Area. The maximum height shall be
25 feet for properties located within the areas delineated on a map
maintained by the Community Development Department. The
map may be amended by resolution of the City Council.

Area. The maximum allowable sign area shall be 40 square feet. The

maximum sign area may be increased to 60 square feet for a lot with a

street frontage of at least 200 feet. The maximum sign area may be

increased to 80 square feet for a lot-with a street frontage of at least 300

feet. The area of the sign is determined based on the length of the frontage

on which the sign is placed.

- Landscaping. Landscaping with automatic 1rr1gat10n shall be provided at

the base of the supporting structure equal to twice the area of one face of
the monument sign. The review authority may waive or modify this

requirement on a case-by-case basis for small monument signs or where -

existing site conditions prectude this requirement.

GARAGE/Y ARD SALE SIGNS.

4y
)
(3)
@

®)

Number. Each Ga:rage or Yard sale may have one on-site sign advertlsmg
the sale.

Area. The maximum allowable area shall be six square feet.

Height. The maximum allowable height shall be four feet.

Location. On-site only; no off-site signs shall be permﬂ‘ted No signs
shall be located within the clear vision triangle.

The sign shall only be displayed during the term of the sale.

MENU/ORDER BOARD SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

1)
@)

(3)
)

' Number. Each establishment with a drive through facility is permitted a

maximum of two menw/order board signs.

Location.

a) The sign shall be located adjacent to the dr1ve through aisle.

b) The sign shall not be located as to impair the vision of the driver of
a vehicle traveling either into, out of, or through the drive aisle.

Area. The area of each sign shall not exceed 32 square feet.

Height. The height of the sign including the pole or base shall not exceed

six feet from grade to the top of the sign.
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(/) MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL AND SERVICE STATION, SIGNS.

(D
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3)

“)

Freestanding Szgns Each motor vehicle fuel or service station may erect
and maintain one freestanding sign as permitted by this chapter.
Motor Vehicle Fuel Price Signs.

a)

b)

d)

e)

Number. Each use dispensing any motor vehicle fuel at retaul to
the general public shall be permitted fo erect and maintain one
freestanding fuel pnce sign for the primary purpose of advertising
motor vehicle fuel prices.

The sign shall comply with Section 159, 195(G) of this code as well
as the provisions of California Business and Professzons Code
regarding dlsplay requirements,

Area, The maximum area of the fuel price sign, excluding the base
or embellishments, shall be 75 square feet.

Electronic changeable signs may be used to display motor vehicle
fuel price information, except in the Old Town and Downtown
design review district. Electronic changeable display shall be
limited to the portion of any sign structure devoted exclusively to
display of motor vehicle fuel price information required or
permitted by the California Business and Professions Code. Sign
displays shall remain static and may not change more than once
per 12-hour period.

Location. No freestanding sign over three feet high shall be
erected or maintained within the clear vision triangle.

Wall Signs. Wall signs on the motor vehicle fuel and service station
building shall comply with Section 159.195(R). (Wall sign criteria for
individual businesses).

Canopy Signs.

a)

b)
c)

d)

Wall signs are permitted on the fuel canopy. Such signs shall
comply with Section 159. 195(R) of this code and shall be
considered separately from the main building.

Area. -The maximum allowable area shall be one squaré foot of
sign area for each ten lineal feet of the canopy. )
Spandrel signs. Spandrel signs are permitted between the canopy -
supports. The maximum allowable area shall be one square foot of
sign area for each ten lineal feet of the spandrel. The allowable
sign area for spandrel signs shall be determined separate from the
area for wall signs. »
Signs advertising the price of each grade of gasoline may be placed
on each gasoline pump.

(K) MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SIGNS.

(D

Number.

a)

One freestanding identification sign per project entry.
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b) One wall sign.
c) One directory sign per building.
(2) Area : _
a) The maximum area of each freestanding sign ot sign mounted on a
fence or wall shall be 32 square feet.
b) The maximum total area for the wall sign shall be one square foot
per ten lineal feet up to a maximum of 32 square feet.

(3)  Height.
: a) The maximum helght of a freestandmg sign shall be four feet.
b) The maximum height of a sign mounted on a fence or wall shall be

six feet, including the height of the fence or sound wall.

(4)  Location.
a) Freestanding signs shall be located outside the clear vision triangle.

OFF-PREMISE SIGNS.

Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, all off-premise signs shall
comply with the following, in addition to any other permit requirements under
this chapter or any other provision of the Code:

(1) A Use Permit shall be approved by the Commission.

2) The applicant must demonstrate that the sign is necessary because of
unusual access to the commercial business establishment.

(3) No sign shall be erected or maintained on premises used for residential

purposes.
4) No sign shall overhang public property, nor shall it violate the terms of
height restrictions.
(5) © No sign shall be located within 660 feet of Interstate 80 (1-80) right-of-

way.
(6)  There shall be no more than one off-premise sign on any one parcel.
) Visual access to an existing sign shall not be blocked or impaired.
(8)  All such signs shall comply with the provisions for setbacks in the district

: located therein.

(9)  The maximum size shall be 100 square feet.
(10)  Scenic route viewsheds identified in the General Plan shall be protected.
(11y  Location. No sign shall be located within the clear vision triangle.

PROJECTING, OVERHEAD,. AND SUSPENDED SIGNS.

The following standards shall apply to all projecting, overhead, or

suspended signs (other than undercanopy 31gns) in all zones where allowed by this
Chapter:

(1)  Projecting Szgn.s'
a) Projecting signs shall only be allowed in the Old Town and

Downtown de51gn review dlstncts
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| b) The sign and the copy shall be perpendicular to the wall of the

building to which it is attached,

Overhead and Suspended Signs.

a) Signs may be placed parallel to the street.

The followmg standards shall apply to all pro; jecting, overhead, and/or

suspended signs:

a) The sxgn area shall apply to a tenant’s allowable wall sign area.

b)  The minimum horizontal clearance between a sign and the curb
line shall be as specified by the California Building Code.

c) The top of a projecting sign shall not exceed the lesser of 14 feet,
eave height, parapet height, or sill height of a second floor

- window. ' _

d) The minimum clearance from the bottom of the sign to the finished
grade shall be as specified by the California Building Code.

e) Icon using shapes or symbols uniquely suited for the business,
creative shapes, and three dimensions signs are encouraged.

1) Each sign shall be graphically designed for pedestrians.

2) Sign supports shall be well-designed and compatlble with the

design of the sign.

(N) REAL ESTATE SIGNS.

0)

Real estate signs shall be placed upon the property to Wthh it pertains

only in accordance with the following regulations.

(1)  The s1gns shall not be affixed to trees or shrubs.

- (2)  No sign shall be placed so that any portion is more than seven feet above
the- average ground level.

3) The signs shall not be illuminated, directly or indirectly.

(4)  Notmore than one real estate sign may be placed on any one parcel of real
property. However, when a parcel of real property is larger than 3 acres in
size, two real estate signs may be placed thereon at least 500 feet apart.
For the purposes of this section, all contiguous parcels of real property
owned by the same owner shall be deemed to be 1 single parcel of real
property. ’

(5) - Location. Signs shall not be placed within five feet of any boundary line
of the real property. No sign shall be located within the clear vision
triangle.

SUBDIVISION SIGNS.

(1)  Off-site Subdivision Signs.

New residential subdivisions are generally located some distance away
from the major vehicular entrances to the City, and the public requires

additional off-site direction to the subdivisions. Notwithstanding the
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general billboard prohibition, it is the intent of this chapter to provide such

directional signage.

a) Number. The minimum separation between off-site subdivision
signs shall be 1,000 feet,

b) Location.

1. Standard Setback.  Off-site freestanding signs shall
maintain a minimum setback of five feet to the nearest
property line.

2. . Freestanding signs shail be located outside the clear vision
triangle. -

3 Off-site subdivision signs may be located on vacant
property in accordance with this section. A sign located on
occupied property may be considered by the Director on a
case-by-case basis.

c) Overall Sign Size,

L. Height: Maximum sign height of ten feet.
, 2. Width: Maximum sign width of ten feet.
d) Display Area.

1. Muiltiple display areas shall be provided on each off-site
sign for individual subdivisions. )

2. Panel size for individual subdivisions shall be a maximum
of two feet by seven feet.

e) Design, ' ‘

1. The design of all off-site subdivision signs shall be
consistent citywide.

2. Off-site subdivision signs shall be freestanding and contain
not more than two sides.

f) Placement and Removal,
1. Upon approval of a sign permit, no off-site subdivision sign

shall be erected until application for plan check has been
filed for a house or model home within the subdivision.

2. A subdivision name shall be removed from the sign within
30 days of the sale of the final lot in the subdivision.

3. ©  Off-site subdivision signs shall be removed if no
subdivision has been advertised on it for a.period of 60
days.

On-site Subdivision Signs.

a)

Number.

1. No more than two freestanding signs shall be permitted at
each subdivision entrance.

2. No more than two wall signs shall be permitted at each

subdivision entrance.
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b) Location.

L. On-site signs may be located on either one or both sides of
the subdivision entrance or within a landscaped entry
median. :

2. Signs shall be located outside of the clear vision triangle.

3. Wall signs may be mounted on an entry wall or sound wall
on one or both sides of the subdivision entrance road.
c) Area.

1. The maximum area of a single sign shall be 32 square feet.

2. The maximum sign area for all signs at one subdivision
entry shall be 64 square feet.

d) Height. The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be four
feet.

TEMPORARY NON-COMMERCIAL SIGNS.

Temporary signs and banners are permitted in all zones subject to the

following regulations.

(1)  Location. Signs shall not be posted on trees, fence posts, public utility
poles, on any roof or vehicle top, or located within any public right-of-way
or on any publicly owned property. No sign shall be located within the
clear vision triangle.

(2)  No sign shall be placed on private property without permission of the

. property owner or tenant.

(3) Signs shall not be illuminated.

(4)  Height. The maximum sign height shall not exceed seven feet.

(5)  Area. The maximum sign area shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square
feet.

(6)  Number. Each lot shall be permltted two (2) temporary freestanding signs

- containing only noncommercial messages. In addition, one temporary
freestanding campaign sign shall be allowed for each political candidate or
proposed ballot measure on each street frontage.

UNDER CANOPY SIGNS.

(1)  Number. Each use shall be permitted one under canopy sign.

(2)  Location.

a) - The sign shall be perpendicular to the wall of the building to which

' it is attached.

b) The minjmum vertical clearance of an under canopy sign shall be
as specified by the California Building Code.

(3) Area. :

a) The area of an under canopy sign shall not exceed six square feet.

b) The area of an under canopy sign shall not reduce the allowable
sign area for wall signs associated with the same tenant/use.
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- WALL SIGNS FOR INDIVIDUAL USES.

Number. Each individual use or tenant space may erect and maintain one
or more wall signs on each bmldmg fagade.
Location.
a) - Wall signs may be:
L. Attached flat against or pinned away (peg mounted or
similar; no more than one foot) from a wall or facade.
2. Attached as a projecting, overhead, or suspended sign as
provided in Section 159.195(N).
3. Attached to, or incorporated into, the mansard fagade of a

sloping roof, but shall not extend above the upper edge of -

the roof,
4, Painted on or attached to a canopy or awning.
b) Signs should not cover or interrupt major architectural features,
including such features as doors, windows, tile embellishments and
reveal lines.

Area. '
a) The total allowable area for all wall signs on a building facade

shall not exceed six square feet per ten lineal feet of tenant
frontage for each tenant.

| b)  Window signs shall not count towards the total square footage

calculated for wall signs.
Can signs prohibited. Can signs shall be prohibited in the Old Town

Design Review District and the Downtown Design Review District.

'WINDOW SIGNS.

Number. Each window may have window signs..
Location. Affixed or applied to, or located within 24” of, the surface of a
window with its message intended to be visible to and readable from the

* public way or from adjoining property.

Area. Window sign area shall not be counted agamst the allowed wall
sign area..

Historic District of the Old Town Design Review Dzstrzcz‘ The limits of
the Old Town Historic District are delineated on a map maintained by the
Community Development Department as provide by Section 159.493 of
this code. The following standards apply to window signs in the Historic
District of the Old Town Design Review District:

a) No more than one neon, electronic or programmable window sign
: shall be permitted.
b) Businesses with more than one neon or electronic window sign

identified in the Sign Inventory Historic District of Old Town

Design Review District Neon and Electronic Window Signs dated -
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§159.197 .

July 2, 2012 shall be deemed legal non-conforming in accordance
with §159.197.

PLANNED SIGN PROGRAM.

The- purpose of a sign program is to integrate a project's signs into the -
architectural design of a subject site and to ensure visibility of all signs. A sign
program also enables the city to ensure high quality in the design and display of
multiple permanent signs and- to encourage creativity and excellence in sign

design.

Required. A planned sign program shall be provided as follows:

(1) A sign program shall be provided for any buﬂdmg complex established
after the date of adoption of this code.

2) A sign program for an existing bmldmg complex may be required at the
discretion of the Director when:
(a) A new building is added to the building complex
(b There is substantial exterior remodeling of the existing complex

(i.e. at least 50% of the complex).

(3) A sign program shall be provided for the replacement of, or significant
modification to, an ex151:mg planned sign program.

(4)  Aplanned sign program is optional for all other signs.

If the provisions of an approved planned sign program conflict with other
provisions of this chapter, whichever provision is more restrictive shall control.

A sign program shall consist of a description, including dimensions, materials,
locations, and illustration of all signs proposed on the site. The sign program shall

have a unifying design theme or style. A separate sign pérmit shall be required
~ for all signs constructed pursuant to an approved sign program.

NON-CONFORMING SIGNS.

This section recognizes that the eventual elimination of existing signs (on-site and off-
site) that are not in conformity with the provisions of this chapter is as 1mportant as the
prohibition of new signs that would violate these regulations.

(A)

164

Continuation of Legal Non-conforming Sign. A legally established sign that does
not conform to the provisions of this chapter may continue to be used in

-.compliance with Section 159.187, unless the sign is:

(1)  Structurally altered to extend iis useful 11fe

(2>  Expanded, moved, or relocated.
3) Re-established after a business has been discontinued for 60 days or more. -

(4) - Re-established after damage or destruction of more than 50% of the value
of the physical structure of the sign, as determined by the Director.
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(D)

Sign Copy Changes. The sign copy and sign faces of a legally established non-
conforming sign may be changed provided that the change does not include a
structural change in the display and otherwise complies with the requirements of

this ordinance.

Correction of Non—canformittés Required. Approval of any structures on a site .or
a change in the land use on a site shall require that all non-conforming. signs on

the site be brought into conformity with this chapter.

Future Non-conformity. Any legal sign, which later becomes non-conforming as
to size or location either by reason of amendment of this section or its operation,
may be maintained indefinitely, provided that it shall not be enlarged or moved
without full compliance with this Chapter. All existing s1gns in newly annexed
areas shall be treated legally established non-conforming signs in accordance with

Section 159.197(A).

REMOVAL OF UNSAFE OR ILLEGALLY INSTALLED SIGNS.

Unsafe Signs. Any sign that presents an immediate danger to the public health or
safety may be removed by the city without prior notice. Alternatively, the director
may issue a notice of violation and give the permit holder, owner of the property
on which the sign was located, or person in possession and control of that
property fifteen (15) days to cure the violation. The date of service shall be the
date the director places the notice in a U.S. Postal Service mail receptacle. In the
case of an unsafe sign removed by the city, the costs of such removal and storage
shall be borne by the permit holder, owner of the property on which the sign was
located, or person in possession and control of that property, as applicable and
may be collected by the city in the same manner as it collects any other debt or
obligation. No unsafe sign that has been removed and stored by the city shall be
released until the costs of removal and storage have been paid. If an unsafe sign
remains uncured for a period of thirty (30) days after service of the notice, the city
may remove the sign and dispose of it.

lllegal Signs. Any illegal sign shall be removed or brought into conformity by the
permit holder, owner of the property on which the sign was located, or person in
possession and control of that property following written notice from the director
as specified in Chapter 159.197(C). The director's order may be appealed to the
council in the manner provided in Chapter 159.188 (H)(1).

- Abandoned Signs. A sign that advertises or otherwise identifies a business or

activity which has been discontinued on the premises, or any sign or sign structure
that has no copy, for a period of sixty (60) days shall be considered abandoned
and shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premise.

Penalties. lllegal signs shall be subject to the remedies established in Chapter
159.199.
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Removal of llegal Signs in the Public Right-of-Way. The director may cause the
immediate removal of any sign within the public right-of-way or on property that
is otherwise abandoned that has been placed there without first complying with
the requirements of this chapter.

PUBLIC NUISANCE, ABATEMENT AND VIOLATION.

Violation of any provision of this Chapter shall be punishable as an infraction and
shall be punishable as set forth in Chapter 10 of the Auburn Municipal Code.
Each and every day that a prohibited sign is erected, constructed, maintained,
placed, or displayed in violation of this Chapter shall be conmdered a separate

violation.

In addition to any other remedy, penalty or provision of law the violation of any
provision of this Section shall be deemed to be a public nuisance, and may be
abated by the City Attorney as provided by common and statutory law and City
Ordinance, in any manner provided by law, whether criminal, civil, or

- administrative.



ATTACHMENT 2

- 167



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 |

| ATTACHMENT 2
RESOLUTION NO. 12- I

RESOLUTION PROVIDING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR WITH
PROSECUTORIAL DISCRETION RELATING TO TEMPORARY SIGNS.

THE CITY OF AUBURN DOES HEREBY RESOLVE:

That the Cify Council 01‘° the City of Auburn recognizes the difficulties that
local merchants are having in the current= economic climate;

That a rélaxation of the City’s temporary sign standards in select areas of
town will assist local m‘erchahts; and

That the City Council of the City of Auburn hereby provides the .
Community Development Director_with authority to utilize prosecutorial
discretion in the application of the temporary sign requirements of the City of
Auburn, subject to the provisions listed in Exhibit A.

The City Council of the City of Auburn hereby adop'ts Resolution No. 12-

to continue the temporary banner program for 90 days following
effectuation of the City’s Updated Sign Ordinance.

DATED: September 10, 2012

- Kevin Hanley, Mayor

|ATTEST:

22 | ..
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-Joseph'G. R. Labrig, City Clerk

I, Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Cierk of the City of Auburn, hereby certify
that the foregoing resolution was duly passed at a regular meeting of the City
of Auburn held on the 10% day of September 2012 by the following vote on

flroll call: _

" Ayes: -
~ Noes:
Absent:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk -




EXHIBIT A

CITY OF AUBURN
TEMPORARY SIGNS

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
Provide two (2) copies of the following items, preferably at 8.5 x 117, but with 2 maximuin size of

187 x 26”.

1. A Site Plan showing the project site and proposed sign locations relative to the site’ and/or
. buildings. - '

2. A Building Elevation indicating the location of pioposed and existing signs. Color

photograph(s) with accurate information are acceptable alternatives. ’ :

. An additional fee will be imposed by the Building Depart_men;c if a building permit is required.

. Temporary signs located within the City right-of-way will require approval of an Encroachment
Permit from the Public Works Department and must maintain ADA accessibility.

. Temporary sign located within the State right-of-way will require approval from the California
Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) prior to submitting an application to the City. For
more information, contact the Departiment of Public Works. .

TEMPORARY SIGN PROVISIONS
(Resolution 09-30)

The following p;ovisiéns shall apply to requests for temporary signs:

1. The tenant/property owmer will be required fo submit a ‘temporary “sign application to the
Community Development Department for review and approval. No application fee will be
colleéted by the City. . . .

2. "Each application will b& Teviewed ofi a Gasé-by-6ass Hasis fo deteiming The appropristencss of the
request, including, biit not Iilm't_ed to, the location, size, and number of signs. .

Quantity — The number of signs will be reviewed and approved by staff. .

Type — Staff will review and approve the mix of signs associated with a proposal,

Size - Staff will feview and approve the size of signs associated with a proposal.

Duration — Staff will review and approve the time frame that temporary signs are allowed to

remain in place, - _ ' _

7. Balloons — The use of balloons will be Limited to the typical “birthday” size balloons (ie. .
maximum approximately 14” in diameter). Mylar balloons will be discouraged. The use of large
inflatable rooftop balloons, barrage balloons, and moving balloons powered by air blowers will be
prohibited. : . )

8.  A-frame signs - Staff will review and approve A-frame signs on a case-by-case basis fo insure

ADA accessibility and an encroachment permit (if located within the City right-of-way).

S ;oA w

9. Mobile signs — The use of mobile signs will be prohibited.

10. Location — The temporary sign provisions will only apply to on-site signs located within the Old
Town and Downtown districts, the Hwy 49 corridor, and the Nevada Street corridor (see Attached).

11.  Type of Business — The temporary sign provisions will only apply to a commercial business,
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EACH CITY COUNCIL MEMBER RECEIVED THIS
INFORMATION. COPIES AVAILABLE AT THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.

BACKGROUND BINDER WITH THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

SECTION 1 -

1. August 17, 2012 Correspondence to Business Owners in Old

Town
2. August 31, 2012 Correspondence to Business Owners in Old

Town

SECTI ON 2 -

1. March 27, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence regarding
Sign Ordinance Update -

2. April 24, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #2
regarding Sign Ordinance Update

3. Jumne 8, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #3 regarding
Sign Ordinance Update

4. Jume 26, 2012 Business Organjzation Correspondence #4
regarding Sign Ordinance Update -

5. July 25, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #5 regardmg

Sign Ordinance Update
6. August 30, 2012 Business Organization Correspondence #6

regarding Sign Ordinance Update

SECTION 3 - March 20, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance
Workshop

SECTION 4 - April 17, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance
' Workshop #2

SECTI ON 5~ June 5, 2012 Planmng Commission Sign Ordmance Workshop
' #3

SECTION 6 — June 19, 2012 Planning Commission SIgn Ordinance
Workshop #4

SECTION 7 — July 17, 2012 Planning Commission Sign Ordinance
Worksthp #5

SECTION 8 — August 21, 2012 Planning Commission’s Consideration of an
Ordinance Amendment Updating the City’s Sign Ordinance

ATTACHMENT 3

173



" ATTACHMENT 4

174



Aubum Gity Councit Minutes 6/25/2012 ) ; ATT ACI—IN[EN’]
| - - . W’
13. Reconsideration of the City's Temporary Sign Program

Community Development Director Will Wong presented this item. He said-
the- City's updated sign ordinance will be coming forward soon and will
address many of these issues. . ‘

Council Member Powers asked for clarification on what types of signage
will not be allowed with the new ordinance and the process of noticing the

businesses of the changes.
Will Wong addressed the enforcement of the signage- ordinance.

Council Member Kirby asked about current complaints coming from the.
business community. . :

F{ic'hard Sanborn, resident of Auburn, spoke about A-frame signs on the
public right of way of the sidewalk. He spoke about signs on public

property. -

Council Member Nesbitt asked about a fagade improvement program that
used to be in place. . -

By MOTION, postpone this issue until the City’s Updated Sign Ordinance
is brought back to Coungil. - '

MOTION: Nesbitt/ Powers/ Approved 5:0

REPORTS

14. Council Commitiee Reports

Council M@mber Nesbitt reported on the Capital Corridor JPA, the process
of negotiating with\Union Pacifi¢ regarding track and station improvements
and the extra train to . m. ' '

Council Member Powers reporte the Placer County Economic’
Development Board meeting, the “Thuitlee_jn the Sky” event, the 100 mile
Endurance Run Event, and she thanked the jc Works Director and’
Staff for their work on the Auburn Airport MonumentSign:

C,o‘uncil Member Kirby reported on Aubum Movie Night and askesd for
voluriteers. He also reporied on the Placer Nevada Wastewater- Authd
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Action Iteri’

The Issue

Should the City Council continue to direct the .Community Development Dlrector to utilize
prosecutorial discretion in the’ apphcatlon of the temporary sign requirements or should the C1ty

: Councﬂ dJscontmue the temporary s1g11 program?

CbnélusionfsfaﬂdRecoiw_z{izendaﬁons L

Staff recommends that the City Council ta];ie;th';'e followmg é{eﬁon: '

Adopt Resolution 12-_____ m‘mumg :tc') pro’vide the Community De\ielépment
Director with authority to utili utorial discretion in the apphcatlon of the temporary sign
requirements termmzrtmg{ _"ety (90) days'followmg effectuation of the City’s Updated Sign.

Ordinance (Exlgblt A)..

History . . . ... .'
P I S R F5 P

On March 23, 2009 the City Council adopted Resolutien. 09 30 directing. the Commumty
Development Director, for a penod of l—year, to temporanly relax the City of Aubum sign

regulations related to temporary 31g;ns w1th1n Downtown Old Town and Highway 49 Business
Districts (Attachments 7T& 8).

On July 12 2010 the City Council adBﬁted Resolution No. 10- 88, which repealed Resolution No.
09-30 relaxing temporary signage regulatlons and commenced- enforcement of temporary .
signage in sixty (60) days from the date of adopnon (Attachments 9 & 10).

Background

On April 11, 2011, the City. Councﬂ adopted Resolution 11-45 which repealed Resolution 10-88
thereby extending the temporary sign program for an additional year terminating April 11, 2012
(Attachments-1 & 2 — Clty Councﬂ Staff Report dated Aprll i1, 2011 and- Apnl 11 2011

Minutes).



June 25, 2012

Prior to the expiration of the sign program on April 11, 2012, staff had contacted e Old Town,
Downtown and Highway 49 Business Associations to ascertain their position on whether or not
the-City should extend the City’s temporary sign program. : :

'Correspoﬁdence received from the Hwy 49 and Downtown Business Associations on March 8
and May 11, 2012 respectively indicate that both. Associations” have not had any issues with
. temporary signage and recommend that-the City extend the temporaty sign program.

Correspondence received from the Old Town Business Aggogigtjon_'gn April ‘3', 20 1-.2 prefers ’;Hat
the City cease the temporary sign program, and recommends that size and duration limitations be
imposed on “Grand Opening” signs (Attachments 3-5). :
Analysis " |

Since adoption of the interim temporary sign program.in 2009, staff has Witncssed additional

bansiers and A-frame signs installed throughout town. However, with the exception ‘of a few

locations, the proliferation of these temporary signage displdys has not occurred over the last
three years. ' T
Corre.s".pondénce received from both Downtown and’ Highway 49-Businéss AsSocidtions’ have

indicated that they are in agreement with extending the temporary sign program. Additionally,
the Downtown Business Associatiofi recommends that batiners be-allowed. o1 an arinual basis for

30 to 45 days. Conversely; the Old Town Business Association recommerds that the City cease .

the temporary sign program and recommends that banniers be aHoWed annualy for 30 days.

As directed by the City Council, the Community Development Department is comprehensively .

updating the City’s sign ‘ordinarice, in corisultation: with the Old Town; Downtown and Highway

49 Business Associations” as well as the Charribér of Cofmeérce.

The sign ordinance update includes new - provisions :for terﬁporarykbanners/pennant. signs.

Currently, the draft sign ordinance is more lenient than the current sign Ordinance; consistent
with the comments received.from both the-Old Town and Downtown Business Associations and
Chamber of Commerce. : o . :

The target date for City Council consideration of the City’s updated sign ordinance is in Jate
Angust (Attachment 6). Should. the City Council adopt the sign ordinance in late August, the
sign ordinance will go into effect-in late October; during the Hoﬁday Season’ when additional
temporary signage is commonly installed. ' I :

Accordingly, staff recommends that the temporary sign program be extended for a period. of 90
days following effectuation of the City’s updated sign ordinance. With a 90 day expiration from

the updated sign ordinance timeframe, the new sign regulations would be enacted tentatively

February 1, 2013 (after the Holiday Season concludes). The 90 day timeframe will allow
additional temporary signage for the Holiday Season as well as allow business owners to
acclimate themselves to the City’s new temporary signage provisions. :

Page 2 -
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June 25, 2012

Altematwes Available; Implzcatwns of Altemanves

L. Adopt Resolutaon No 12- to cxtcud the Temporary Slgn Program fora penod of 90 days
fol]owmg effectuatlon of the C1ty s Updated Slgn Ordinance.

2. Direct staff to brmg back a Resolut:lon to terminate the Temporary S1gn Program.

3, ‘Prowde further dll'eCtIOD to staff

Fiscal Impact . -

Extension of the temporary sign program.will have no impact on the General Fund.

Additional Information

Please see the following attachments for more details:

ATTACHNIENTS -

C1ty Council Staff Report dated April 11, 2011 w/o Attachments

City Council Minutes dated April-11;:2011

B-mail correspondence. dated March 8, 2012 from’ nghway 49 Busmess Association -
Correspondence dated March 20,2012 from Old Town Business Association™
Correspondence dated April 26; 2012 from Downtown Business ‘Association

Slgn Ordinance Update Task/Schedule

SAE LN

AT’I‘ACHMENTS PROVIDED PREVIOUSLY TO CITY COUNCIL &
ONFILE WITH THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

7. City Councﬂ Staff Report dated March 23,2009 with Attachments
8. City Council Minutes dated March 23,2009 - - s _
- 9. City Council-Staff Report dated July 12; 2010 with Attachments
1

0. City Council Minutes dated July 12, 2010

EXH]BIT -

A Resolution No. 12 exteudmg the temporary sign program to end 90 days followmg
effectuation of the City’s updated Slgn Ordinance. :

Page 3
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ATTACHMENT 1

Action Itemn

8

AgendalteraNo, ™ |
(/ = 7

Report to the
Auburn City Council

- The issué'

Shonld tHe CityACom'lqﬂ again direct the Community Development Dépar_tment to temporarily”
relax the €ity of Auburn’s sign regulations relating to temporary signs, or per Resolution No. 10-
% 88 disconiinue the relaxation of temporary sign regulations? L

 Conclusions and Recommendations

* To assist the City Cousicil, staff has provided options for consideration:

A, Take 10 action. Resolution No. 10-88 remains and enforcement of temporary signage will
continte.

. B. By Resolution, repeal Resolution No. 10-88 and provide the Community Development
Direcior with authority to-ntilize prosecutorial discretion in the applicatiori of the temporary
sign refquirements of the City of Aubum (Bxhibit A). Note this would bring back the same
program the City initiated in March 23, 2009. N

S

'LgBacIcgmuﬁd
. Council M?mber Nesbitt reqﬁested this item be brought before the City Council for discussion
‘and possible action. ‘

 On March’31, 2011 staff began mailing letters to businesses in Downtown and Old Town
requesting removal of non-compliant bannets and A-fame signs (Attachment 1). The letter
explained that the City had temporarily relaxed the sign regulations in March 2009 and with the
recommendation from both ‘the Downtown-and Old Town Business Associations, the City
“"Council agreed that the program should be discontinued. . ' | ’

: @nIuly 12, 2010 the City Council adopted Resolution No. 10-88, which repealed Resolution No.
09-30 re_nging temporaty signage regulations, and commenced enfoi‘c_emént of temporary

- - signage.

180 -



_April 11, 2011

On Mazch 23,-2009: the ‘City. Coungil directed the Ccmmumty Dé%éléﬁment;bépméﬁt, for a

 period of I-year, to temporarily relax the City of Auburt, 's'iéﬁ"régﬁlatioﬁq rélated-to temporary
signs within Downtown, Old Town and Highway 49 Business Districts. -~ ° '

For additional background information see Attachments 2, 3 and 4 (Council Resolution No. 10-
88, July 12, 2010 City Council minutes, and July 12, 2010 City Council staff report).
| Analysis '

Staff has provided two possible options for Council considération: ' )

A. Take no action. Resolytion No, 10-88 remains and. enforcemeﬁt of temporary signage will
continue. - _

B. Repeal Resolution No. 10-88 and bring back the same program the City initiated in March
23, 2009 (Exhibit A). If the Council takes this action staff recomiends-the Council include
a time period to report back to the Council how the program is working and to determitie
whether the program should be extended. . :

Staff has provided the options above to assist with the discussion and acknowledge the Council’s
desire to assist businesses doring difficult economic times, Council can modify the options.

Staff will note that eventually the Council and business organizations will need to come together
to decide when to end the relaxation of temporary signagé. Even in the best economic times
businesses desire ternporary signage due to their size and cost compared to permanent signage.
Most businesses appreciate consistency and .an even Pplaying field. Eventually, the community
will need to decide what is the appropriate balance between the aesthetics of peimanent and

ternporary signage.

Alternatives Available; Implications of Aii‘ermtivés

1. Take no action. E:iszrcement.of temporary signage will continue, . o
- 2. Repeal Resolution’ No. 10-88 and bring back the same program the City initiated in’' March

23, 2009, '
3. Provide further direction to staff'
Fiscal Impdct
Staff time for enforcement.

Additional Information

Please see the foilowing_attachments for more details:
. ATTACEMENTS

" 1. March 31, 2011 staff letter to businesses informing them of théir banﬁers and A-frame signs.

Pige 2

1
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April 11, 2011

I

| 1 C1ty Counc11 Resolutton No 10-88 repeahng C1ty Councﬂ Resoluﬁon No.’ 09-30 to relax

temporary s1gnage regulanons and commencement: -of enforcement .

3. July 12, 2010 City Council minutes.
4, July 12,2010 Clty Council staff report

| -EXHIBII‘S -

A. Resolution repealing Resolution No. 10-88 and bnngmg back the same progr'éim the City -
initiated in March 23, 2009.

 Paged



ATTACHMENT 2

Auburn City Council Minutes April 11, 2011

6. - Annual SACOG Bluemt Prorect Companson Report 20 q
Calendar Year :

Reg Murray presented this ltem He expfarned the Bluepr' t Companson

Report is developed by Sacramento Area Council of G ‘

(SACOG)-and.is intended 6 promote good growth Goy
- livable communities. He idéntified projects within the ‘Crty of Auburn that -

represent some of the policies and concepts contzined in the report;

(1) Tuscan Palms Townhomes, (2) Baltimore Rafine Specific Plan, (3)

Aubum Streetscape PrOJect and (4) Mercy Alj urn Se_mor Apertments

Councrl Member questions foilowed regar ng -fﬁndiﬁg for the Mercy

Auburn Senior Apartments

7. C:tv Councll Commlﬁee Reports -

Council Member Nesbftt reporte het the events 1eadmg up to Amgen are
coming together. He provided ghtes and locatiors for many of them..

" Council Member Holmes r ported that he attended a bneﬂng with -

- Congressman McClintoclyé:staff: regardrng draftmg of federal legislation

for wastewater treatmepf plant responsibilities::

Council Member Holfries reported that @ of thé érd of March the
Carnegie Library-Bilding is offrcraily on'the Natronal Reglster of Historical

Places.

Council Mem¥er Holmes reported twor Auburn busirnisses rebeived
. awards at'{he Placer County Econoriiic -De‘veIOpmeht='bréakfast

: ,ember Powers also reéported on the Placer County Economic
_Deve 6 pment breakfast awards :

COUNCIL BUSINESS

8. Reconsrderatron of Relaxmg Tem porarv Sign Requlatlons

Community Development Director Will Wong presénied this 1tem He
explained approximately 2-years ags the Council mmated a program o
relax temporary signs for certain commercial areas within the: City. He said
in July of 2010, the Council terminated the program. Recently the City
sent Ieﬁers of enforcement to-business owners.
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* Auburn Gily Council Minutes Apiil 11, 2011

Councr! Member Nesbitt said temination of the program was due to
recommendations from business owners. He said because of the current

-economic situation thIS program the Councll should consrder resuming the
'program- : . : Lo .

. Gouncf! Member Powers asked :f any. bus}ness assoolatrons have
Submitted formal requests ic the Crty askmg for this program to be

: remstated

Councll Member Ho mes asked abou’t enforcement procedures ‘He said
businesses should have been oontaoted in person before receiving the

P notification:letter::

Council Member Hanley asked about srgnage optlons for néw businesses
in Auburn. He also asked about enforcement of temporary sign.

regulatzons durmg the Amgen Tour of Cahforma (ATOC)

fWriI Wong explamed the process of perrnanent srgn approval for new

busmesses

"

e, Mayor Krrby asked about the trrmng of enforcernent He also asked about
em‘orcement as it relates 1o the ATOC -event, SR

: Reese Browmng, a business owner in Auburn spoke in favor of

contrnumg thewrelaxation.of the temporary sign. regulatrons and revrsmng
the sign ordinance. o

.. Dave Johnson, a, busmess owner in Auburn, spoke in favor of the abrhiy to
. use temporary signage to promote his businéss. - :

Coungil Member. oomments foﬂowed addressxng (1)ythe consensus of Old

Town Business Association (OTBA) and: Bowntown Buisiness Association
(DBA), (2) letters of enforcement, (3) updating the srgn ordmance and (4)
the period-of time to relax srgn regulatlons : _

By RESOLUTION 11-45 repeai Resolutron 10~88 and provrde the .
Community Development Director with authority to utilize prosgcutorial

discretion in the apphoatlon of the temporary srgn requrrements of the Clty

of Aubum fer.one year. .

By | MOTION direct the Communrty Deveiopment Department to work with’
-the Commumty fo develop a revised sign ordinance WIthm one year. -

MOTION Han!eyl Nesb:tti Approved 5:0




Auburn City Council Minutes Aprit 11, 2011

Mayor Kirby adjoutrned the meeting, withoui objection, at 8:03'p.m..7'

I

Wiliam W, Kitby-WD., Mayor
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ATTACHMENT 3

Lance Lowe

From: - Jack Remlngton Uackr@andregg com]
Sent: Thursday. March 08, 2012 11 38 AM
To: Lance Lowe .
Subject. Hwy 49 Busmess Assocratlon L ,

Lance: You sent an e—maﬂ Feb 14th 1é: the Clty Aubums temporary banner pro gram and asked for comments
The Hwy 49 Board met on Tuesday- evening t_hJs Wweekiand to date there had. not been any comments from our
approx, .70 members We felt that the current po Ccy:1s g0y : L

BestRegards : R ]
Jack Remington, . - e
Plaphing Manager BRI
ANDREGG GEOMATICS

Aub.um :

11661 Blocker Drive; Suite 200
Auburn, CA 95603 A
Office: 530.885.7072
Mobile: 916 539.9050
. Fax 530 885 5798 . -
jackr andre .com W: www, andre
We take your posmon ]oremsely







[ H Lance LoWe‘ :

Downitown Aubum - |
s St of Sidure _

AUBURN 1225 meohl Way

DOWNTOWN BUS]NESS _ Aubum C A 9 5 603
ASSOCIATION -

wwwdowntownauburnca‘ om
PO BOX244 . AT
AUBURN CA 95604

PR.ES]])ENT ’
’ J]M BRJLL

- PAST PRESIDENT
HARVBY ROPER

. SECRETARY o
MARGARETA ASGHARZEDH: o

m- L .-‘l j .
RUTHLITTAU

DIRECTORS -

GARY CAPPS -y
TERIGIBSON
'CORRINEIBE =
CaR TI-IACHUK o
LISA SWISLBY ;
SUPPORI:!NG OuR L
‘DOWNTOWN TOGETHER




Ptanmng Commrsst _
2 Conduc gn Regulanons Surveys completed
"3, Prepare Admlnlstratlve Draft Slgn completed .
Ordlnance Major Items - - o
4, Conduct S1gn lnventory Survey " 5-Mai” [subject to 6/5]Slibject fo _{5/5 Spreadsheet tdentlf-v issuss, free-
o o . ' S omig” cimtg standmg signs |
- 5 DISCLISS wrth C[ty Attorn V. Lega! lterns’ T io-Mar completed Aﬁj iiiza n.copy, inye,otow
T = N PR R ' TR
B, Plannmg Commrssnon Meetmg #1 (Identlfy - 20-Mar ‘ ' completed
rmpact on Des:gn Gutdellnes) _ o
7 Letters to Chamber of Commerce OTBA 2i-Mar | - 27-Mar compieted Provide after each PC meeling.
DBA nghway 49 Busmess Assoctatlon - [Provide update, explain pracess, nex
e - ~ F'C meetlng B
8. P!annlng Commission Meetlng #2 (Identlfy 17-Apr 'complete'd
impact on Design Gurdellnes)
7. Letters fo Chamber of Commerce, OTBA, |  18-Apr 24-Apr completed [Provide after each PC mesting.
DBA, Highway 49 Business Association ' - Provide update, explain process, next
a PC meeting.
8. Expand Sign Inventory Survey 18-Apr |subject to &/5|subject to 6/5 Additional signs Idenhfled by
mtg mtg’ Planning Commission on April 17,
. , : 2012
9. Amenid Administrative Draft Sign 18-Apr 16-May completed
Ordinance : :
10. Crty Attomey Revrew _ As oeeded
11. Plannmg Commtsswn Meetmg #3, 5-Jun- 1'meefing Notifv business Dreahlzatione
Workshop Draft Slgn Ordlnance
12. Letters to Chamber of Commerce 8-Jun 12-Jun 1wk |Provide after each PC meating.
. |OTBA, DBA, Highway 49 Business ' Provide tpdate, explain pracess, next
Assodiation PC meeting.
13:" Finalize Draft Sign Ordihance Update 6-Jun |[subjectto 6/5
per PC Discussion i .
14. Prepare Environmental Beview _ B-Jun 20-J_ur| . 2wks
"[15. Sign lnventory Surifey 6-Jun  |subject to 6/5]subject to 6/5{Finalize or expand inventory as
. mtg mtg needed
16. City Attorney Review . " [As needed
17. If needed Planning Commission 19-Jun 1 meeting |Notify business organizations
Workshop Draft Sign Ordinance .
i [
18. If nesded Planning Commission 3-Jul 1 meeting [Notify business organizations
Workshop Draft Sign Ordinancé :
N . . .. '

[

Sign Ordinance Task-Schedule 5-25-12
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SIGN. ORDINANCE UPDATE TASK/SCHEDULE

Sign Ordinance Task-Schedule 5-25-12
[ . -

. "Of { ' 12-Jul "
OTBA, DBA nghway 49 Busmess
Association !
- 120 Fmahze Draft Slgn Ordlnance Update per S;Jul 1 Q-Jul - 2 wks
PC Discussion : '
21, Clty Attorney Revlew _ ‘ ) As needed o
22 Planmng Commfssmn Legal Notace (1/8 20-Jul 25-Jul 1wk Mlmmurn 10 day nofice, newspaper
page) . - ' publi‘sﬁ ‘ o m|n|murn 3 days pnorto puhllcatlnn
23., F'Iannlng Commlssmn Publlc H_eanng on| T7-AUg - 1,__r;'_.1eéti_pg‘.. o '. " —
Sign Ordlnance Update Lo . S ‘ g
24. City Councﬂ Legal Notice (1/8 page) | 8Aug [ 18-Aug [T 1wk MG 10 day noflce, newslnaper
_ R publlsh i w s rnlmmum 3 days pnorto pubhcanon
25. C‘ity Council Pub‘liﬁ'ﬁear'ing 27-Aug 1 meeting




ATTACHMENTS 7 - 10

~ ON FILE WITH THE COMMUNITY
'DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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RESOLUTION NO. 12-

RESOLUTION PROVIDING THE COMMUNIW DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR WT
PROSEGUTORIAL DISCRETIOI\I RELATING TO TEMPORARY SIGNS.

THE CITY OF AUBURN DOES HEREBY RESOLVE
' That the City Councnl of the Clty of Auburn recogmzes the dlfflcultles t
local merchants are having in the current economrc cllmate

That a relaxatlon of the City S temporary 5|gn standards in se!ect area
town will a55|st local merchants and '

That the C:ty Councrl of the Crty of Auburn hereby provrdes the
Commumty Development Dlrector wnth author[ty to. utilize: prosecutorial
dlscretlon in the appllcatron of the temporary. sign requ1rements of the Crty C
Auburn subJect to the prowsnons listed in the attached Exhibits.

The Clty Counc:! of the Crty of Auburn hereby adopts Resolutlon No. 1z
_to contlnue the temporary banner program for 90 days following

| éffectuation of the Cltys Updated Sign Ordmance

DATED: . June 25, 2011 3

KevVin Hanley, Mayor

ATTEST:

Joseph G R: Labrle Clty Clerk

I, Joseph G R Labne City Clerk of the City of Auburn hereby certify
that the foregomg resolutlon was duly passed at g regular meeting of the City

fof Auburn held o the 25’“h day of June by the foHowmg vote on roll call:

Ayés:
Noes: -
Absent:

Joseph G. R. Labrie, City Clerk
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2, 'Baeh apph ' tiofr will be feviewed on a ¢age-by-¢

12 "I‘ype of Bus_mess .

ATTACHMENT

 Récommended Tarporar g'si_ 1 Provisiong

The Commumty Development Deparh:oent Plaunmg Com:cmssmn, and Hxstonc Demgu Review
Commission recommend the follomng prowsmns for temporary s;g:os _

1. - The tenan‘t/property owner wﬂl be;re;qpred to sub:mt a tempozary sign apphcatlon to the
. Conmimunity Development Depmﬁn’ent for review and approva! No apphca‘hon fee willbe

coileeted by the le-}ﬁ L
. £ case basm 1g det‘ermme the appropnateness
" of the request mcludmg, but not Imnted to the location, s:ze, and number of mgus '

3. The prog:tam allowing for temporary s1gns w:ll be vahd for af, mmal penod of six (5)
the injtial’ ‘period,

- months followinig: adoptxon by the- Aubirin City Couneil. At ‘the énd of
: staffwﬂ] review {he stahs of the program with the HDRC ‘the Plan:omg Comnnssmn and -

e .Cﬂy Councﬂ to’ detel:mmeif the termi of the program should be, extended.

o Qﬁanhty The number of szgos ‘wdl be :eviewed and approved by sta:ff‘

4,
5. Typé Staff wﬂl remew and appmve the max of s1gns assoe1ated 'Wlﬂl a proposal
' SJze Staff w111 rewew and approve the snze of mgns assomated wﬂh a proposal

7. Duratxon Staff W111 rev:ew and approve the tlme :ﬁ:ame that temporary sxgns are alloured

to remain, in plage. -
Baﬂoons ’I‘he use of ba&{loons will be limited to, the Jtypical “b:rthday” size. balloons (ie.

8l

o maxm:tum approxmaately 14” in diameter). Mylar balloons will be d:scouzaged The use-
of largé inflatable roofiop balloons, barrage balloons, and i moving balloons pOWered by air
blowers will be proh1b1ted , :

9. Aframe szgns ~ Staff:-will review and approve A-frame signs on a case-by—case bas:s 10

rigtre ADA acce331b111ty and an encroachm:ent pemut (if located within the Czty right-of-

way).
10. Mobile signs ~ The use of mobile. sigizs 'wﬂl be prohibited.
apply to on-sité signs loeated within

‘11. Loecation — The temporary 51gr1 provisions will only
49 comdor and the Nevada: Street

the Old Town and Downtovim dzstnots the Hwy
comdor : o
zjha—_teﬁigeary— sign_ provisions wiii only ap;sly 0’ 2 comuercial

busmess
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ATTACHMENT 5
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